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Medical Services

REPORTING ANIMAL BITES / RABIES CONTROL PROGRAM

1. PURPOSE.  To outline policy and establish procedures for reporting animal bites/scratches and implementing rabies control measures.  

2. REFERENCES.  

AR 40‑905 (Veterinary Health Services)

FC Reg 40‑5 (Animal Control) 

MEDDAC Reg 15‑1 (Administrative and Professional Boards, Councils, and Committees

3. APPLICABILITY.  This regulation applies to units/activities assigned and/or attached to Fort Carson.  

4. GENERAL.  This region of the United States occasionally experiences incidents of 

rabies.  In an effort to control and treat this potentially dangerous occurrence, Evans Army Community Hospital is establishing procedures for reporting animal bites and instituting rabies control procedures on Fort Carson.
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5. PROCEDURES.

a.  Active duty personnel who are bitten/scratched by animals will report to the Medical Treatment Facility a soon as possible following injury for medical attention.  

b.  Military sponsors will ensure that dependents that are bitten, scratched or otherwise injured by an animal report to the Evans Army Community Hospital Emergency Room for treatment.

c.  Individuals/family members will furnish the medical personnel providing treatment pertinent information relating to the bite/scratch incident (when, where, identity of the animal, and under what circumstances the bite/scratch occurred).  The injured individual must attempt to identify and locate the animal's owner and the owner's address

d.  Medical personnel will complete DD Form 2341, Report of Animal Bite ‑ Potential Rabies Exposure (Appendix A).  The attending physician will ensure the form is complete and will forward the report to the installation veterinarian.

e.  Animals involved in bite/scratch incidents must be examined and/or quarantined as soon as possible after the bite/scratch incident. 

(1)  When bitten by an animal owned by a military person residing on post or a U.S. Government civilian employee who works on post at the time of the on‑post bite/scratch incident, the Veterinary Services will inform the owner/responsible person that the animal must be brought to the Fort Carson Veterinary Treatment Facility (VTF)
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for examination/quarantine.

(2)  If the owner/responsible person fails to bring the animal to the VTF within 24 hours after notification of this requirement, the Post Veterinarian will notify the Provost Marshal IAW reference 2a above.  

(3)  The Provost Marshal will impound and bring the animal to the VTF if necessary.  

e. The Post Veterinarian will

(1)  Examine all pets belonging to on‑post military residents involved in bite/scratch incidents.

(2)  Establish quarantine procedures at the owner's home or at the VTF based upon professional judgement and the circumstances behind the bite/scratch incident.  

f. If the offending animal is the property of off‑post personnel or a civilian:

(1) The Post Veterinarian will report all pertinent information to the local Humane Society.

(2) The Humane Society will establish the quarantine procedure and report the results to the Post Veterinarian.  

g.  If the offending animal is wild and has been apprehended, the animal will be transported to the VTF for euthanasia.  The Post Veterinarian will submit the appropriate tissue samples to either the Colorado Department of Health Laboratory or the DOD Veterinary Laboratory for rabies testing. 

h. The EACH Rabies Advisory Board will consider the pertinent facts relating to animal bites and make recommendations necessary for treatment and specific therapy.
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