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  Chapter 1 

  AIRSPACE DEFINITION

1-1.  Fort Carson Local Flying Area.

a. A description of local flying area boundaries is as follows:  Starting at the intersection of Interstate 70 (I-70) and the western edge of the inner ring of Denver class B airspace , (Exception:  571st Medical Company only; the entire Denver Class B Airspace is within the local flying area), via I-70 westward to the intersection of I-70 and US 24 , southward via US 24 to the intersection with the 39 30.00N latitude line.  Then west along this line till the 106 30.00W Longitude line.  Then south along this line till the 38 30.00N Latitude line.  Then east along the 38 30.00N Latitude till intercepting US Highway 285 at Poncha Springs, southward via US 285 to the town of Monte Vista.  Then southeastward via US 285 to the town of Alamosa, continue southward via US 285 to the town of La Jara.  Then eastward via the towns of Sanford and San Luis, the summit of Whiskey Pass, then to the town of Trinidad.  Continue eastward via US 160 to the intersection of US 160 and US 287.  Then northward via US 287 till intercepting the 38 00.00N Latitude, then east along the 38 00.00N Latitude till intercepting the 102 30.00W Longitude, continue north along this longitude till the 39 00.00N Latitude, then west along this latitude till intercepting I 40/US 287.  Continue north along US 40 to the intersection of US 40 and I-70, westward to the point of origin.  


b. The local flying area is subdivided into Area "L" (R-2601), Area "P" (Pi(on Ca(on Maneuver Site), Test Flight Areas (T1 through T4), Mountain Training Areas (MTAs 1, 2 and 3), Western HTA (1W through 12W) and the Eastern HTA (1E through 16E).  Each of these 

areas is displayed on maps located in Butts Army Airfield Base Operations Flight Planning Area.

1-2.  Mountainous Terrain in the Local Flying Area. The following 

description defines mountainous terrain within the local flying area:  West of the intersection of I-25 and northern LFA boundary, south to the intersection of I-25 and Highway 115.  Continue southwest along Highway 115 to Fremont County Airport, then direct to Greenhorn Valley Airport, and south along I-25 to the southern boundary of the local flying area. Areas East of this boundary are considered “Generally Flat Terrain.”

1-3.  BAAF Class D Airspace.  The Butts Army Airfield (BAAF) Class D Airspace is under Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 71.  All rules under FAR Part 71 and Part 91 apply.  Pilots must establish radio contact with BAAF tower prior to entry into the Class D Airspace.  

1-4.  Butts Army Airfield Ingress / Egress Corridors.  A corridor system is established at Butts Army 

Airfield.  The system controls the flow of aircraft to and from BAAF during day and night operations.  A master map showing the corridors is located in BAAF Base Operations 

Flight Planning Area.  Procedures and altitudes for the corridors are outlined in chapter 4 of this regulation.

1-5.  North NOE Area, Confined Areas, Horseshoe Training Areas.


a. The NOE training area northwest of BAAF, commonly known as the  XE "North NOE Area" North NOE Area, is defined as the area enclosed by a line drawn between coordinates EC 16458520, EC 18758520, EC 15658370, and EC 18258270.  The  XE "Confined Areas" Confined Areas are located to the West of BAAF and is enclosed by a line drawn from coordinates EC 15058240, EC 15318300, EC 16558130, and EC 16858240. The  XE "Horseshoe Training Area" Horseshoe is a terrain feature located center of mass EC 17358010.  This area is depicted on the map located in the BAAF Operations Flight Planning Area.


b. These areas are within R-2601, but under the procedural control of Butts Tower.  See chapter 4 of this regulation for procedures.

1-6.  Maintenance Test Flight Areas.  Four (4) designated Maintenance Test Flight Areas southeast of BAAF are depicted on a Denver  XE "Maintenance Test Flight Areas" Sectional Chart located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  Procedures and altitudes for the corridors are outlined in chapter 5 of this regulation.

1-7.  R-2601 Restricted Area Airspace.  Restricted Area R-2601 is designated under FAR Part 73 and defined by lateral and vertical limits listed in the Flight Information Publication Area Planning AP/1A.  The airspace within R-2601 is controlled by the FAA Denver Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) and used by the Commander, Fort Carson.  For local operations, R-2601 is sectored into an alpha-numeric grid system.  The grid system is depicted on the Fort

Carson Special Map maintained in BAAF Operations Flight Planning Area.  Procedures for R-2601 are outlined in chapter 4 of this regulation.

1-8.  Range Corridor.  The Range Corridor is designed to aid the flow of air traffic about R-2601.  The corridor follows prominent roads and terrain features.  It’s dimensions are from the  XE "Range Corridor altitude restriction" surface to 500 feet AGL with intermediate altitudes assigned for specific operations and is 200 meters wide(100 meters either side of centerline).  (See Chapter 4 for flight procedures).

1-9.  Airburst Corridor.  Airburst Corridor XE "Airburst Tower"  is an extension of the Range Corridor.  It permits aircraft to transit the southern part of the reservation when range complexes 123, Multi-Purpose Range (MPRC/Range 143), Ranges 145 and 147 are in a COLD or HOT status.  The dimensions are the same as the Range Corridor except as noted in Chapter 4.

1-10.  Aviation Training Areas.  The Restricted Area (R-2601) is divided into seven aviation training areas.  The boundaries of the training areas are depicted on the Fort Carson Special Map located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  NOTE:  There are fifty-six (56)  XE "Ground Training Areas" ground training areas depicted on a map located in BAAF Base Operations; boundaries are not the same as the aviation training areas.

1-11.  Range 123.  Range 123 is a U.S. Air Force bombing and strafing range at the southwestern corner of the Restricted Area (R-2601).  When this range is in a COLD or HOT status the airspace is restricted.  See Chapter 4 for procedures and airspace definitions.

1-12.  Pi(on Canyon Maneuver Site (PCMS).  The airspace associated with the Pi(on Canyon Maneuver Site is designated as a Military Operations Area (MOA), special use airspace as established in the FAR Part 71.  PCMS airspace is activated by the Commander, Butts Army Airfield.  Airspace control during major exercises at PCMS will be prescribed in an  XE "PCMS Aviator Procedure Guide" "Aviators Procedure Guide" published by the major using aviation unit.  Approval for all aviation operations within PCMS must be coordinated through G-3 Range Division to the G-3 Aviation Office.

1-13.  Mountain Training Areas.  The Mountain Training Areas are established by a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Forest Service, Wild Life Service, and the City of Colorado Springs.  The boundaries of the three training areas are depicted on the Denver Sectional Aeronautical Chart maintained in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  Use and restrictions are listed in Chapter 4 and the Fort Carson Mountain-High Altitude Helicopter Qualification/Training Program of Instruction.

1-14.  Off-Military Reservation Low-Level Training Route.   XE "Hawk Low Level Route" 

 XE "Eagle Low Level Route" Low-level training route (Hawk) is established for the purpose of training low-level navigation for both day and night operations.  Use of the route is reserved through BAAF Base Operations to deconflict traffic.  See Chapter 4 for operating procedures.

  CHAPTER 2
  ALTITUDE RESTRICTIONS/NO FLY AREAS
2-1.  BAAF Class D Airspace Restrictions.

a. Minimum altitude over the North NOE area is  XE "North NOE area overflight altitude restriction" 6,600 feet MSL. (except for North NOE Area operations)


b. Minimum altitude over Main Post is  XE "Main Post minimum altitude" 6,300 feet MSL except for take-off and landing.  Maximum altitude is 6,500 feet MSL without ATC approval.


c. Minimum altitude over the ASP (Vic EC177820) is  XE "ASP altitude restriction" 300 feet AGL.


d. Class D Airspace does not include R-2601 Restricted Airspace West of Butts Traffic Pattern.  Class D Airspace exists in this area only when R-2601 is inactive, (However, Butts Tower retains procedural and communication control of air traffic in this area).  A Range briefing is required prior to entry into any portion of R-2601.


e. Minimum altitude over the US Olympic Committee Skeet Range (EC 14558150) is 1,000 feet AGL when the range is active. This range is not controlled by Range Control and is not listed on the range board in the BAAF Base operations. A red flag will be raised at the entrance of the range. 

2-2.  Fort Carson Military Reservation Restrictions.

a.  XE "R-2601 no over flight areas" Minimum altitude crossing the western boundary of the reservation, (Highway 115), is  XE "Highway 115/western boundary altitude restriction" 8,000 feet MSL.  Flight below 8,000 feet MSL is authorized under the following instances:



(1) Emergencies.



(2) Actual MEDEVAC Missions.



(3) When altitude is limited by weather.



(4) Intentional flight on established corridors.



(5) Takeoffs and landings within the reservation boundaries.



(6) When entering the Range/Airburst Corridor.



(7) When authorized by local NOTAMS with 72 hour prior notice and approval by the G-3 Aviation Officer.


b. Over flight of Main Post Helipad 2 requires prior permission from the G-3 Aviation Office.


c. No over flight within 1,000 meters of the house at grid matrix GE Fort Carson Military Installation Map, or grid EC 11457750, surface to  XE "Horse ranch W. Turkey Creek altitude restriction" 12,000 MSL.


d. Do not over fly  XE "Turkey Creek Ranch flight restriction" Turkey Creek Ranch Recreational Area, grid EC 10957420(center of mass) Fort Carson Military Installation Map.


e. Do not over fly Red Devil Bivouac Area XE "Red Devil NCO Academy restriction" , grid EC 076646 center of mass, Fort Carson Military Installation Map.


f. No over flight within 1,000 meters of the  XE "Ranch House overflight restriction" ranch house, grid EC 14455350, Fort Carson Military Installation Map.

  2-3.  Off Fort Carson Military Reservation Restrictions

a. Minimum altitude off post is  XE "Main Post altitude restriction" 500 feet AGL except in the following instances:



(1) To comply with ATC clearance.



(2) To maintain VFR due to weather conditions.



(3) To meet specific mission requirements, i.e., MEDEVAC, search and rescue, mountain training, etc.



(4) To meet oxygen requirements of AR 95-1.



(5) Takeoffs and landings to approved landing areas.



(6) Emergencies.


(7) To meet specific, briefed mission/task training requirements off-post (i.e., goggle flights on low level routes (day reconned no less than 72 hours prior to night flight)), minimum altitude is 100’ AGL, maintaining a minimum slant range distance of 500 meters from any person, building, animal or manmade structure).


(8) Operations in the East/West HTA IAW chapter 10 of this regulation.


b. Unless otherwise directed by ATC, the minimum altitude over the City of  XE "Minimum altitude over Colorado Springs" Colorado Springs is 8,000 feet MSL.


c. Minimum altitude over the hill vicinity DD948163 (Woodland Park) is  XE "Woodland Park Hill restriction" 1,000 feet AGL.  Approaches to and departures from Rampart Medical Center are NOT excluded from this provision.


d. No flight within 1,500 meters of the town at  XE "Pi(on Canyon Town overflight restriction" EM 706453, Pi(on Canyon Military Installation Map.


e. Overflights and landings at  XE "Pueblo Army Depot Procedures" Pueblo Chemical Depot require a PPR from the Depot Assurance Office.  Obtain a PPR prior to departure from BAAF and annotate it on the Flight Plan.  PPR’s may be obtained by calling the Pueblo Chemical Depot Assurance Office during duty hours at DSN 749-4141, after duty hours at DSN 749-4655, Commercial 719-549-4211.  Overflight of Pueblo Chemical Depot while utilizing published approach procedures in DOD FLIP do not violate this paragraph so long as the aircraft is under the control of Pueblo Approach Control.


f. Noise complaints received by Fort Carson will require written response from AMC/Troop Commander through the unit chain of command to G-3, Attn: G-3 Aviation office within 48 hours of notification.

  CHAPTER 3

  FLIGHT PLANS

3-1.  Responsibilities.  Prior to all flights the Pilot-in-Command will ensure a Military Flight Plan (DD Form 175) is prepared and filed, IAW DOD FLIP and this regulation, with BAAF Operations. When BAAF operations is closed, flight plans will be filed with Denver FSS.

3-2.  Cross-Country Flight Plans.  Any flight which terminates at a location other than BAAF/Fort Carson Reservation or which flies outside the local flying area is considered cross country flight and the following policies apply:


a. A Military Flight Plan (DD Form 175) must be filed with BAAF Operations (during hours of operations):



(1) Fifteen minutes prior to ETD VFR flights.



(2) One hour prior to ETD for IFR flights.


b. Cross-country flight plans 

which have not been opened by the 

weather briefing void time will be set aside by the airfield dispatcher.  If the planned mission is still valid, the weather must be updated by the Pilot-in-Command. 
3-3.  Local Flight Plans.  All aircraft may file a local flight plan when flights originate and terminate at Fort Carson Military Reservation and remain within the local flying area. The following policies apply:


a. Prepare DD Form 175 in accordance with GP Chapter 4. This paragraph does not apply for route segments within Pinon Canyon, R-2601, Areas T1-T7.

b. Designate off-airfield landing points where mission significant events occur in the destination blocks (i.e., an aircraft on a rescue mission will pick up a rescue team at East Overshoe, County, Sheriff's Station:  Enter “East Overshoe, County” in the destination block; in Remarks enter “East Overshoe - P/U RESCUE TEAM at Sheriff's Station”; the final destination block will show “FCS”).  This paragraph does not apply to planned landings within R-2601, Pi(on Canyon Maneuver Site, or Mountain Training Areas 1 ,2, and 3.


c. When the Estimated Time Enroute (ETE) exceeds 8 hours, or extends past BAAF Operations operating hours, discuss ETE with the dispatcher when the flight plan is filed.


d. Obtain a range briefing from BAAF Operations before filing a flight plan.  The crewmember and dispatcher must initial the "Remarks" section range brief entry if flights in R-2601 are intended.


e. Initial the "Remarks" section that a wire/obstruction hazards update was accomplished from the Wire & Obstruction Map (Fort Carson Military Installation Map) maintained in the BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  This entry is only required for operations in R-2601, HTA’s and route Hawk.


f. Intended points of refueling, off the Fort Carson Reservation, will be shown, in order, in the "Remarks" section of the DD Form 175.

3-4.  Pi(on Canyon Maneuver Site Flight Plans.  Flights departing BAAF and  XE "Flights terminating at PCMS" terminating at PCMS or departing PCMS and terminating at BAAF are cross country flights.  The following applies:  


a. BAAF to PCMS:




(1) File a DD Form 175 with BAAF Base Operations.




(2) Close flight plans via radio through Trinidad RCO (Denver FSS) or Butts Radio upon arrival at PCMS.


b. PCMS to BAAF:  File a flight strip with unit operations at PCMS. Additionally, file a flight plan with Denver FSS, either telephonically or immediately after takeoff via radio through Trinidad RCO (Denver FSS) or Butts Radio.

3-5.  Field Training Exercise Flight Plans.




a. During field training exercises (FTX’s) when a "field unit operations" will be established prior to departure, file a one-way flight plan using the unit's field site as the destination. XE "Field flight plans" \t "See Tactical flight plans"   The “ETE” Block will contain only the time necessary to fly directly to the field site. Close the flight plan with Butts Radio or BAAF Tower or relay through Denver FSS when over the field site and in radio contact with unit operations section.  Failure to close the flight plan may result in initiation of search and rescue procedures.


b. Aircraft  XE "Field Flight Operations" will flight follow with unit operations for the remainder of the exercise.  To qualify as a "field operation" the unit must maintain, as a minimum, an operations log IAW FM 1-300 for all flights conducted during the exercise.

3-6.  MEDEVAC/FireBucket/SAR Missions.  Pilots may initially file a standby flight plan or telephone their flight plans to BAAF Operations.  Upon return from the mission, provide a hard copy of the flight plan to BAAF Operations.  Provide the following information telephonically.


a. Aircraft type and serial number.


b. Estimated time of departure.


c. Estimated time enroute.


d. Destination.


e. PC and location of manifest.

NOTE:  All standby aircrews performing training flights during their tour of duty use normal filing and planning procedures.

3-7.  Maintenance Test Flight Plans.  Maintenance test pilots may file a  XE "Maintenance Test Flight Plan procedures" flight plan through BAAF Tower or telephonically for a local test flight (test pilot information must be listed on a Test Pilot Memorandum at BAAF Operations).  Check NOTAMS and appropriate range information at the beginning of each day.  Provide following information to BAAF Tower for each test flight:


a. Aircraft call sign.


b. Aircraft type and transponder code.


c. Estimated time of departure.


d. Estimated time enroute.


e. Test flight area(s) to be used.


f. Test pilot number.


g. Weather briefing time and initials.


h. Time NOTAMs were checked.


i. Number of personnel on board.


j. Aircraft unit of assignment.

3-8.  Airfield Movements.  All ramp areas, taxi-ways, and the runway are Controlled Movement Areas. Hover checks, movement or  XE "Reposition aircraft at BAAF" repositioning, requires a flight plan (similar to the maintenance test flight) which may be phoned to BAAF Operations.  The minimum information includes:  aircraft, PC name, number of personnel on board, and location of passenger manifest.

3-9.  Other Flight Plans.  Modified flight plan requirements for other cases may be covered by Letters of Agreement filed with BAAF operations.

3-10.  Telephonic Assistance.  If a military aircrew needs assistance while away from the local area, BAAF Operation’s personnel accept  XE "Government official telephone calls" "Government official collect" calls.  Only "Government Official" collect calls are accepted and only on extensions (719) 526-3935/3936 during duty hours.  During non-duty hours aircrews contact unit duty personnel for assistance.  Provide the following information to BAAF Operations:


a. Name and rank of individual calling.


b. Telephone number and location of caller's phone.

   CHAPTER 4

  FLIGHT RULES AND PROCEDURES

4-1.  Map requirements.  Each PC will possess a Fort Carson Military

Installation Map annotated with the following information from maps located in BAAF base operations:


a. BAAF Class D Airspace.


b. Colorado Springs Class C Airspace.


c. Range fans (MPRC, 105, 109, 123, and 145).


d. Seven down range aviation training areas.


e. Training areas within BAAF Class D Airspace.


f. All no-fly areas per FC 95-1.


g. The local crash grid matrix system (may be kept on a separate crash map in each aircraft at the unit commander’s discretion).


h. Range 123 Airspace Zone restrictions.


i. Drop Zones.


j. Wire Hazards.


k. Class D airspace corridor

routes.


l. R-2601 boundaries.


m. R-2601 (area L) corridor and checkpoints.

4-2.  Call Signs.  Call signs used when working with Butts Radio consist of the aircraft name and the last three of the aircraft tail number.  The names of each aircraft are Apache, Kiowa (Warrior), Chinook, Iroquois (Huey), and Blackhawk (Hawk).  MEDEVAC aircraft performing MEDEVAC assigned missions will use the call sign  XE "EVAC call signs" EVAC 01 or 02.  NOTE:  EVAC standby aircrews performing training flights during their tour of duty will use aircraft name and the last three of the aircraft tail number.  During night operations AIDED aircraft will preface the call sign with the term "GOGGLE".  (For example, GOGGLE-HAWK 542).  Dedicated Search and Rescue aircraft will use the call sign SAR 01 or 02.

4-3.  NOTAMS.  Notice to Airmen (NOTAM-D) and (NOTAM-L).  BAAF Operations maintains NOTAM and NOTAM-L files.  Any agency desiring to submit a NOTAM that affects operations within the local flying area must provide BAAF Operations with the information 72 hours in advance of the effective time.  NOTAM information may be obtained from the Internet at https://www.notams.jcs.mil.

4-4.  Weather Briefings. XE "Weather briefing form requirement"   For all IFR flights and flights outside the Local Flying Area obtain a DD Form 175-1 weather briefing.  All local flight plans will include Wx briefer initials and brief time.  Weather briefings are obtained in the following priority when filing at BAAF:  BAAF Weather Station if operational, MAIS, Denver FSS.  If departure is from other than BAAF, file FAA Form 7233-1 or DD Form 175-1, as appropriate, with a military base operations or FSS.

4-5.  Rotary Wing Weather Minimums.

 a. The following minimum weather requirements supplement Table 5-1, AR 95-1 and the FAR's.



(1) Mountainous Terrain:



(a) Day - 500 foot ceiling and 1 mile visibility.



(b) Night - 1,000 foot ceiling and 3 miles visibility.



(2) Generally Flat Terrain:



(a) Day - 300 foot ceiling and 1/2 mile visibility.



(b) Night - 500 foot ceiling and 1 mile visibility.



(3) Outside the local flying area: (This may be waived by SCO, Commander or designated representative A Co 7-158th or visiting unit commander on a case by case basis.)



(a) Day - 500 foot ceiling and 1 mile visibility. 



(b) Night - 1,000 foot ceiling and 3 miles visibility.


b. Special VFR departure and arrival minimums for the BAAF Class D Airspace are 300 foot ceiling and 1/2 mile visibility for day and 500 foot ceiling and 1 mile visibility for night.  These minima apply to R/W aircraft only, F/W Special VFR is prohibited.

4-6.  Flight Following.


a. Flight following is the observation of the progress of aircraft identified by radar or by reports at predetermined times or geographic points.  The aviator provides the primary navigation information and the controller receives and correlates the aircraft identity with the appropriate geographic position.  Flight following is also a service that may be used to provide pilot briefings and enroute communications and to assist aircraft in emergency situations.  In addition, it may be used to issue and relay ATC clearances and aviation weather information, monitor NAVAIDs, and provide point-of-flight watch.  Flight following is provided by contractor/tower personnel.  The Flight following call sign is "Butts Radio" and operates on published FM and VHF frequencies.


b. Flight following services 

provided by Butts Radio are:



(1) Preflight advisory information, obtained in BAAF Operations, on all known active ranges/firing points, high performance aircraft operations, paradrop operations, and other information which may be of significance to safe aircraft operations.



(2) Flight following services to all aircraft operating within the Restricted Area (R-2601) route Hawk Helicopter Low Level Training Route, Mountain Training Areas 1 through 3 and the HTA’s are mandatory.  If communications are lost, relay last location to BAAF Operations through Denver FSS or appropriate ATC facility and continue to monitor.  Butts Radio will initiate overdue aircraft procedures 30 minutes after a position report has not been received and contact with the aircraft cannot be established.

4-7.  BAAF Traffic Pattern Rotary Wing.  Butts Army Airfield traffic pattern is depicted on charts located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  The traffic pattern at BAAF is divided into three sectors, East and West Traffic for Runway 13/31 and North traffic for Alpha Lane. The area West of the north hangar, building # 9633, south of the k-spans on the south ramp, and the north half of the Bravo East ramp are not visible from the tower, use of these areas are at the pilot’s own risk.


a. Utilization and BAAF Pattern Altitudes.



(1) Rotary wing aircraft use east and west  XE "Traffic Pattern Altitudes" traffic as directed by ATC.  



(2) Rotary-wing aircraft east and west traffic pattern altitude is  XE "Butts traffic pattern west day/night altitude restriction" 6,600 feet MSL. Night rotary wing aided pattern altitude in west traffic is  XE "Butts traffic pattern west aided altitude restriction" 6,200 feet MSL.



(3) Rotary wing aircraft only use north traffic to Alpha Lane.  Traffic pattern altitude is  XE "Butts north traffic pattern altitudes" 6,600 feet MSL. Night rotary wing aided pattern altitude in north traffic is 6,200 feet MSL.



(4) Butts Tower may authorize deviations to all traffic pattern altitudes.


b. Class D Airspace Night Operations and Restrictions.



(1)  XE "BAAF Airspace Restrictions" During night operations, aided aircraft remain below 200 feet AGL, and unaided aircraft remain above 500 feet AGL within BAAF Class D Airspace (this includes the airfield corridors).



(2) BAAF night closed  XE "BAAF night traffic max. density" traffic pattern aircraft density is limited to a maximum of four (4) aircraft.



(3) Unaided Army aircraft have sole use of closed traffic 

beginning at official sunset until one hour after official sunset.  Aided aircraft may depart the airfield for other training areas during this one hour period.   Aided aircraft wishing to return to the airfield during this time period must either enter the traffic pattern unaided or hold clear of the traffic pattern until all unaided aircraft are on the ground (unless otherwise authorized by ATC). This will allow the aided aircraft to enter traffic to land prior to resuming closed traffic operations.  Aided aircraft may not remain in closed traffic during this time period.  EXCEPTION:  If there are no unaided aircraft in closed traffic, an aided aircraft may enter closed traffic.  However, if an unaided aircraft wishes to enter closed traffic the aided aircraft must immediately depart closed traffic.



(4) From one hour after official sunset until official sunrise aided aircraft have sole use of closed traffic.  Unaided aircraft may depart the airfield for other training areas during this time period.  Unaided aircraft wishing to return to the airfield during this time period must remain clear of the traffic pattern until all aided aircraft are on the ground; allowing the unaided aircraft to enter traffic to land prior to resuming closed traffic operations.  Unaided aircraft may not remain in closed traffic during this time period.  EXCEPTION:  If there are no aided aircraft in closed traffic, an unaided aircraft may enter closed traffic.  However, if an aided aircraft wishes to enter closed traffic, the unaided aircraft must immediately depart closed traffic.  When BAAF Tower is not in operation, limit the traffic pattern to a safe number of aircraft,  XE "Max. aircraft in traffic pattern when twr is closed" not to exceed three (3) at any one time.  Be aware of the fact that when the tower is closed, BAAF Base Operations is also closed and there is no airport advisory service provided.  DO NOT MIX AIDED AND UNAIDED AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY IN CLOSED TRAFFIC AT ANY TIME.


c. Separation.  BAAF Tower provides aircraft separation IAW FAR Part 91 and Part 93.  Aircrews are responsible for maintaining separation at other times.


d. Right-of-Way.



(1) When converging at the same altitude, the aircraft to the right has the right-of-way.



(2) Each aircraft alters course to the right when approaching head on or nearly so.



(3) An aircraft in distress has the right-of-way.



(4) UAV’s have the right-of-way.


e. Procedural control.  BAAF Tower XE "Tower procedural control"  exercises procedural control within Class D Airspace and R-2601 Airspace immediately West of BAAF.  This is accomplished through the use

of airfield corridors and positive control of aircraft movements.


f. Airfield Corridors.  A series of airfield corridors is established to enhance the  XE "Airfield Corridors" safe movement of air traffic within the BAAF Class D Airspace and within the adjacent R-2601 Airspace.  Use of these corridors is mandatory except for emergencies and firebucket operations or when advised otherwise by ATC.  These routes follow prominent roads and terrain features and are not necessarily straight line point to point.  They are depicted on the Fort Carson Military Installation Map located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  The corridors are as follows:



(1) Quebec (Golf Course) - inbound only  (SP - EC 15758565) (RP - EC 19078300).



(2) Romeo - outbound only  (SP - EC 17958253) (RP - EC 15058368).



(3) Sierra - outbound only (SP - EC 17958085) (RP - EC 12858040).



(4) Tango - inbound only (SP - EC 14257772) (RP - EC 18957790).



(5) Uniform - inbound only (SP - EC 22157470) (RP - EC 21957760).



(6) Victor (Power Plant) - outbound only (SP - EC 22957855) (RP - EC 25157570).



(7) Whiskey (Power Plant) - inbound only (SP - EC 26407620) (RP - EC 23507887).

  NOTE:  The minimum altitudes  XE "BAAF Corridor altitudes" for Quebec and Whiskey Corridors is 6,600 feet MSL.  Altitudes for all other corridors conforms to night aided and unaided Traffic pattern altitudes or as directed by ATC.


g. Communications.



(1) Contact BAAF Tower on published frequencies.



(2) During night operations contact BAAF Tower, XE "Night Communication Radio requirement at BAAF"  VHF frequency is the primary frequency.  Exceptions are granted for the sole purpose of entering for termination or exiting BAAF Class D Airspace.  An operational VHF radio is required for night operations in BAAF Class D Airspace whether the tower is open or closed.



(3) Transponder code is Mode 3/A 1200 unless assigned otherwise by ATC.

   h. Emergency Procedure Training.




(1) Transient OH-58A/C IP’s and SP’s on touchdown orders perform autorotative touchdowns only during aircraft qualification training or IP and SP training/evaluations.  IPs will comply with -10 limitations for density altitude. OH-58D’s will perform autorotations to the ground only with DES evaluators at one set of controls. 




(2)  XE "Termination with Power designated area" Rotary wing SPs and IPs in single engine aircraft may perform simulated engine failures:

    
Within BAAF procedural control airspace or any airfield with crash rescue available and positive two-way communication established with controlling agency.

    

(3) For dual engine aircraft, emergency procedures requiring manipulation of any power control lever will be conducted at locations and under same conditions designated in para 4-7h(2)(a) above.


i. Aircraft Lighting.




(1) During ground operations (run-up, ground checks, shutdown, etc.), maintain position lights in the steady bright or flash bright mode and the anti-collision lights on.



(2) In BAAF Class D Airspace, operate with position 

lights in the steady bright mode with anti-collision lights on.   XE "BAAF aircraft lighting" Aircraft equipped with an additional bottom mounted anti-collision light may turn the lower collision light off.


   (3) Minimum lighting for  XE "Aircraft formation flight lighting" formation flights in BAAF Class D Airspace and the Range or Airburst Corridor are as follows: Trail aircraft - anti-collision lights on and position lights steady bright; other aircraft in the formation - position lights steady dim.  

4-7.1.  BAAF Traffic Pattern Fixed  Wing.  Butts Army Airfield traffic pattern is depicted on charts located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  The traffic pattern at BAAF is divided into three sectors, East and West Traffic for Runway 13/31 and North traffic for Alpha Lane. The area West of the north hangar, building # 9633, south of the k-spans on the south ramp, and the north half of the Bravo East ramp are not visible from the tower, use of these areas are at the pilot’s own risk.


a. Utilization and BAAF Pattern Altitudes.



(1) Fixed  XE "BAAF traffic pattern" wing aircraft use east traffic primarily. Traffic pattern altitude in east traffic is 7,300 feet MSL for multi-engine fixed wing aircraft; all other fixed 

wing aircraft use  XE "Butts traffic pattern east altitude restriction" 6,800 

feet MSL.



(2) Fixed wing aircraft use west traffic only when directed by ATC.

(3) Air Force Academy training aircraft are authorized to enter or fly traffic from “High Key” to “Low Key” pattern. This simulates a “Flamed-Out” approach. The “High Key” is over the approach end of Runway 13/31 at 7,400’ MSL; “Low Key” is abeam the approach end at 6,800’ MSL.

(4) Butts Tower may authorize deviations to all traffic pattern altitudes.
4-8.  BAAF Training Areas.  The NOE training area Northwest of BAAF, is commonly known as the North NOE Area, and is defined as the area enclosed by a line drawn between coordinates EC 16458520, EC 18758520, EC 15658370, and EC 18258270.  The Confined Areas are located to the West of BAAF and the area is enclosed by a line drawn from coordinates EC 15058240, EC 15318300, EC 16558130, EC 16858240.  The Horseshoe is the terrain feature located center of mass EC 17358010.  These areas are depicted on the Fort Carson Military Installation Map located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  NOTE:  The Restricted Airspace adjacent to BAAF is under procedural control of Butts Tower, however a range brief is required prior to entry


a. Utilization.



(1) The training areas are within R-2601 airspace but are under operational control of BAAF Tower.



(2) Contact BAAF Tower prior to entry into each area.



(3) Maintain a listening watch on tower frequencies at all times while operating in the training area.



(4) Clearance is required from BAAF Tower prior to departing each training area.


b. Altitudes.  Operations within each training area is restricted to a maximum altitude of 300 feet AGL.  Transition between training areas no higher than 300 feet AGL during day operations.  Night operations for aided aircraft are below 200 feet AGL and above 500 feet AGL for unaided aircraft.


c. Separation.



(1) Limit aircraft  XE "Aircraft Density in numbered training areas" density to aid aircraft separation IAW FM 1-303.  During day operations each training area is limited to two (2) aircraft.  During night operations each training area is limited to one (1) aircraft.  Multi-ship operations are limited to eight (8) aircraft in each training area with only one (1) multi-ship operation authorized in each area.



(2) SEE and AVOID rules apply while operating within each training area.


d. Right-of-Way.  Procedures outlined in para 4-7d above apply.


e. Procedural Control.  BAAF Tower maintains procedural control during its operational hours.  During non-operational hours each pilot-in-command ensures collision avoidance and procedural control while operating in the training 

areas.


f. Routing.



(1) Routing to, from and between the training areas is controlled by BAAF Tower during hours of operation.



(2) During tower non-operational hours, proceed from the traffic pattern to and from the training areas using the appropriate corridor when possible.



(3) When approaching from outside the BAAF Class D Airspace during tower non-operational hours, proceed direct from the appropriate inbound corridor ACP to the desired training area.

  
g. Communications. See para 4-7g.


h. Aircraft Lighting.




(1) In BAAF Class D Airspace, operate with position lights in the steady bright mode with anti-collision lights on.   XE "BAAF aircraft lighting" Aircraft equipped with an additional bottom mounted anti-collision light may turn the lower collision light off.



(2) Minimum lighting for  XE "Aircraft formation flight lighting" formation flights in BAAF Class D Airspace and the Range or Airburst Corridor are as follows:  Trail aircraft - anti-collision lights on and position lights steady bright; other aircraft in the formation - position lights steady dim.

4-9.  R-2601.  Airspace structure and description for R-2601 are 

prescribed in Chapter 1 of this regulation.  The following 

procedures are established for R-2601:


a. Range Fan and Range Activation:  Ranges XE "Range Fan Penetration"  and range danger fans are activated by using units after receiving clearance from Range Control.  The following range status categories affect aviation operations in R-2601:



(1) CLOSED - The range is not occupied and the range danger fan is not active.



(2) COLD - The range is occupied and activities such as range preparation, boresighting and dry fire operations are in progress.  The range danger fan is active.  Permission to penetrate a range fan is required from Range Control.



(3) HOT - The range is occupied.  Live ordnance is being

employed.  The range danger fan is

active.  Permission to penetrate the range fan is required from the using unit.


b. Utilization.



(1) Planned flights into Area "L" (R-2601) require a range briefing from personnel on duty in BAAF Operations prior to filing a flight plan.  Check the wire hazard map. If night aided or unaided flight, wire hazard map update must be current. (Not greater than 30 days old.)



(2) Receipt of the range briefing and check of the wire hazard map are noted on DD Form 175 in the remarks section (see Chapter three of this regulation).



(3) Airspace routing and structure are established in Chapter 1 of this regulation.  Compliance with this airspace structure is mandatory except for emergencies or when advised otherwise by ATC.


 
c. Altitudes.  Altitude structure for the Range Corridor is as follows:


(1) Counterclockwise traffic is the standard direction of travel: From SP Alpha to RP Xray surface to 200’ AGL while conducting Aided flight, 300’ AGL to 500’ AGL while conducting night unaided flight, and surface to 400’ AGL while conducting day VFR.  Alternate direction of travel is authorized during day VFR conditions, rules of the road will apply. 

  XE "R-2601 corridor altitudes" 

(2) If pilots remain below 400’ AGL and within the left and right boundaries of the corridor, gun target line clearance will be ensured.



(3) Pilots may coordinate alternate direction of travel with Butts Radio, however altitudes will remain the same for modes of flight.  Butts Radio will base decision to allow alternate direction of flight on traffic and weather conditions.


d. Separation.



(1) Butts Radio provides flight following service to aircraft operating in R-2601 and Airburst Corridors.



(2) Enter and exit XE "R-2601 Corridor entry & exit points"  the corridor at a designated SP, RP or ACP ONLY.



(3) Separation within or while over-flight of each training area is the responsibility of aircrews through SEE AND AVOID procedures.


e. Right-of-Way.  Rules outlined above apply.  Additionally, aircraft on the corridor have the right-of-way over aircraft transitioning from or between training areas.


f. Procedures.



(1) Aircraft must acquire permission from Butts Radio when transitioning from the corridor to a training area (and vice-versa) and from one training area to another.  Butts Radio advises aircraft operating on the Range Corridor of known aircraft and hazards.  It is the responsibility of the flight crew to see and avoid other aircraft and hazards.



(2) Aircraft Density is limited in each  XE "R-2601 Training Area aircraft density" training area (T1 through T7) to four (4) individual aircraft day or two (2) individual aircraft night or one (1) multi-ship operation (maximum of 8 aircraft) day or night.


g. Routing.  Routing in R-2601 is as follows:



(1) The Range Corridor begins at Start Point (SP) Alpha (EC 12858040) and ends at Release Point (RP) X-Ray (EC 22157470).  The corridor is 200 meters wide.  It follows roads and terrain features marked on the Fort Carson Military Installation Map located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  The airspace for the corridor begins at the surface and extends upward to 500 feet AGL.  The route also consists of the following Air Control Points (ACP):



(a) ACP Peanuts (EC 11757220, road intersection).



(b) ACP Red Devil (EC 07756360, road intersection).



(c) ACP Orchard (EC 15656380, road intersection).



(d) ACP Young (EC 23656530, road intersection).



(2) Exceptions.  The Range Corridor is restricted to ONE-WAY (counterclockwise) operations below 200 feet AGL when the following conditions exist:



(a) When an artillery Gun Target (GT) line overlays the Range Corridor (Aircraft must remain below 50 feet AGL, no closer than 1000 meters to the firing point).



(b) When reported weather minimums are less than 500 feet

ceiling and 1 mile visibility.



(3) Airburst Corridor.  Airburst Corridor is an extension of the Range Corridor.  It permits aircraft to transition through the southern part of the reservation when range complex 123, Multi-Purpose Range (MPRC), Ranges 143, 145 and 147 are in a COLD or HOT status.



(a) Airburst Corridor description.  Starting at ACP Red Devil track 140( to the saddle at EC 08756140.  From the saddle proceed south-southeast to the ridgeline that defines the southern boundary of Booth Gulch.  Proceed along the ridgeline (approximately a 145( magnetic heading) to the road intersection at EC 12155510 (abeam Stone City).  This intersection is identified as ACP Stone City.  From ACP Stone city track 090( to the road cutting through the ridgeline at EC 16805370.  At this cut track 080( until reaching the paved road running north (Route #1).  Proceed north along the paved road to the road intersection at EC 22055840.  This intersection is identified as ACP Junction.  From ACP Junction proceed north along the road to ACP Young.



(b) The dimensions of the Airburst Corridor are the same as those listed for the Range Corridor.



(c) Exceptions.  Airburst Corridor is restricted to ONE- WAY (counterclockwise) operations below 200 feet AGL when the following conditions exist:



(1) When Range 123, (U.S. Air Force bombing and strafing range) is in a COLD or HOT status, approval to transit corridor A or B must be obtained from Airburst Tower on published frequencies. Airburst tower is approval authority for continuing along Airburst corridor via Route A or B past Camp Red Devil.



(a) Route A.  Route A will be IAW Para 4-9g3a XE "Range 123 Zones" 

 XE "Airburst Corridor Zone A altitude" .



(b) Route B.  Route B will follow the following routing. From Red Devil to EC 087614 (Saddle) then to EC 059575 (Int) keeping ridgeline out left to EC 063549 (reporting point B1) to EC 080538 (Int) to EC 120538 (Int) to EC 123545 (Saddle) then right turn to intercept primary Airburst corridor, then continue IAW 4-9g3a. Pilots will remain aware of power lines paralleling the route along southern portion. XE "Airburst Corridor zone B altitude " 


(c) Procedures.   XE "Airburst Corridor zone C altitude" When range 123 is Hot or Cold, aircraft will contact Airburst tower at Red Devil and hold till cleared through by Airburst tower. Airburst tower may clear through either route A or B based upon traffic and/or pilots request. If cleared through route B aviators will call at reporting point B1 (EC 063549) and remain below 100’ AGL till end of route B. If range 123 is closed aviators may use either route A or B.



(2) When an artillery GT Line crosses the Airburst Corridor, aircraft must remain below 50 feet AGL, no closer than 1000 meters to the firing point.


(3) When reported weather 

minimums are less than 500 foot ceiling and 1 mile visibility.

  h. Communications:



(1) Render position reports every 15 minutes.  Maintain radio contact with Butts Radio on published frequencies.  During night  XE "R-2601 night operations radio equip" operations maintain radio contact on published Butts Radio FM Frequency.  During night operations, an operational FM radio is required for single aircraft or one per multi-ship operation.



(2) If communications are lost in R-2601, proceed via the most expeditious route, avoiding known "HOT" range locations, outside the restricted area.  Attempt contact with Range Control or BAAF Tower as soon as possible and advise them that the aircraft lost communications with Butts Radio.  If operating from a field site, the aircraft may proceed directly to the field site for termination, again avoiding known "HOT" range locations.  Butts Radio will initiate overdue aircraft procedures 30 minutes after a position report has not been received and contact with the aircraft cannot be established.



(3) Transponder code in R2601 is mode 3/A 4200 (by Letter of Agreement) unless advised otherwise by ATC XE "R-2601 transponder code" .


i. Emergency Procedure Training.




(1)  XE "Termination with Power designated area" Rotary wing SPs and IPs in single engine aircraft may perform simulated engine failures:

      At Red Devil Strip provided crash rescue elements are available at Turkey Creek Recreation Area and positive two-way communication established with Butts Radio.




(2) For dual engine aircraft, emergency procedures requiring manipulation of any power control lever will be conducted at locations and under same conditions designated in para 4-9i(1).


j. Aircraft Lighting.




(1) Lighting requirements for aircraft on the Range or Airburst Corridor are external lights steady bright and anti-collision lights on.   XE "Aircraft lighting on R-2601" Upon arrival in a numbered training area, all external lights may be turned off when there are no other aircraft operating in the respective training area.  Return external lights to the appropriate position prior to departure from numbered night training areas.

    
(2) Lighting requirements for aircraft operating downrange at or above 1,000 feet AHO are position lights steady bright and anti-collision lights on.  After descending below 200 feet AHO into a numbered aviation training area, the anti-collision lights may be turned off.  The position lights may be turned off when there are no other aircraft operating in the numbered aviation training area.  Return external lights to the appropriate

position prior to departure from numbered aviation training area.

   
(3) Aircraft lighting for cross corridor operations are position lights steady bright and anti-collision lights on.  Lights remain on until clear of the corridor.

   
(4) Minimum lighting for  XE "Aircraft formation flight lighting" formation flights in BAAF Class D Airspace and the Range or Airburst Corridor are as follows:  Trail aircraft - anti-collision lights on and position lights steady bright; other aircraft in the formation - position lights steady dim.  "Lights out or black out" operations are authorized for formation flights only in R-2601 numbered aviation training areas, provided there are no other aircraft operating in the respective training area.

4-10. Pi(on Canyon Maneuver Site.  The following procedures apply to Pi(on Canyon Maneuver Site (PCMS):


a. Utilization:



(1) Fort Carson units should submit requests through appropriate channels, including G-3 Range Division, to the G-3 Aviation Office (Telephone 526-9858).  Coordinate aviation operations at PCMS through G-3 Aviation to deconflict traffic and to alert PCMS personnel to aviation operations.  The G-3 Aviation Office notifies the BAAF Commander to activate the MOA if required.



(2) Reserve component units must coordinate use through the Chief, Reserve Component Support Division, to the G-3 Aviation Office.  The G-3 Aviation Office notifies BAAF Commander to activate the MOA if required.



(3) Visiting active duty units coordinate use directly through the G-3 Range Division and G-3 Aviation Office.  The G-3 Aviation Office notifies the BAAF Commander to activate the MOA if required.


b. Altitudes.



(1) Altitudes during tactical exercises are established in an "Aviator's Procedure Guide" provided by the major using aviation unit.



(2) Altitudes for other operations are established in the mission order or Aircrew Mission Brief.


c. Separation.



(1) Aircraft separation control measures are established in the "Aviator's Procedure Guide" during tactical exercises.



(2) For all other operations a control procedure is written into the mission order or Aircrew Mission Brief.  Generally, SEE and AVOID operations in accordance with the FARs apply.


d. Right-of-Way.  Generally, the rules outlined in para 4-7d above apply.  The Aviator Procedure Guide directs other rules as appropriate for tactical exercises.


e. Procedural Control.  As established in the "Aviator's Procedure Guide" when published.


f. Routing.



(1) Specific routing is established in the "Aviator's Procedure Guide" for tactical exercises.



(2) For all other operations routing is specified in a mission order or on the Aircrew Mission Brief.


g. Communications.



(1) Communication procedures are established in the "Aviator's Procedure Guide" for tactical exercises.  All aviation, not part of a scheduled tactical exercise, will report arrival at PCMS to “Range Control PCMS” (FM frequency 30.30), make commo checks every 15 minutes and report departure and destination.  For tactical exercises the aviation controlling unit will monitor PCMS 30.30.



(2) For other operations, communications comply with FARs.



(3) Transponder codes are designated as appropriate for tactical exercises and comply with FARs.

   h. Emergency Procedure Training.




(1)  XE "Termination with Power designated area" Rotary wing SPs and IPs in single engine aircraft may perform simulated engine failures:

      (a) At PCMS Landing Strip located near the cantonment area provided crash rescue is available at PCMS and positive radio communication is established with Range Control or Butts Radio.



(2) For dual engine aircraft, emergency procedures requiring manipulation of any power control lever will be conducted at locations and under same conditions designated in para (1) above.

   i. Aircraft Lighting: See para. 4-14.

4-11.  Mountain Training Areas.  Three mountain training areas are established for the purpose of conducting mountain/high altitude helicopter training and qualification.  The Fort Carson Mountain-High Altitude Program of Instruction establishes procedures for training, qualification and utilization of the areas. All assigned aviators will complete mountain qualification in three phases.  Phase one consists of power management and academics.  Phase one must be completed during RL3 to RL2 training with all academics completed prior to the first aircraft flight.  Phase two consists of task considerations and proficiency.  Phase two is completed during RL2 to RL1 training.  Both phases one and two are conducted outside the mountain training areas.  Phase three is proficiency/continuation training conducted in the mountain training areas.  Phase three starts no earlier than RL2 for experienced aviators, otherwise when an aviator is designated RL1, and must be completed within 6 months for SP’s/IP’s/ME’s.  All other aviators must complete phase three within 12 months(NG 24 months). Waiver authority for this requirement will be the first 06 in the chain of command.


a. Utilization.



(1) The use of training areas and specific landing areas is coordinated annually by the G-3 Aviation Flight Standardization Office through the U.S. Forest Service Regional Office, Wild Life Service, and the City of Colorado Springs.



(2) Utilization of mountain training areas and the individual landing areas operate on a first come - first served basis.  The mountain training areas are located within the boundaries of the western HTA, therefore the procedures to operate in the HTA must be followed to utilize one of the mountain training areas.



(3) Visiting units coordinate use of mountain training areas through G-3 Aviation Flight Standardization Office or the G-3 Aviation Office at 719-526-9858/3635.  A briefing for use of the areas is required. Aviators utilizing the mountain training areas and landing zones will be required to be mountain qualified and current by a recognized mountain training POI (HAATS’s or Fort Carson’s). Unit commanders will provide the Installation Standards officer with a memorandum listing the pilots by name and SSN stating they meet the above requirements.


b. Altitudes.  Maintain 100 feet AHO or higher when transitioning  XE "Mountain Training Area minimum altitude" between mountain training areas or landing areas.


c. Separation.  Butts Radio

provides KNOWN traffic advisories within the mountain training areas.  However, the mountain training areas are on public land and the airspace is not protected.  Therefore, standard SEE and AVOID rules apply.


d. Right-of-Way.  The rules outlined in para 4-7d above apply.


e. Aircraft Density:



(1) Aircraft density is restricted to one aircraft or one multi-ship  XE "Aircraft density in Mountain LZ's" operation per landing area.



(2) Mountain training area density is limited to three aircraft or three multi-ship operations in each mountain training area.


f. Routing.  Not applicable.


g. Communications.



(1) Butts Radio provides flight following and KNOWN traffic advisories.  Maintain communications with Butts Radio when operating to, from, and within Mountain Training Areas 1 and 2. Aircraft transitioning to, from, or within Mountain Training Area 3 will contact Denver FSS through Badger Mountain RCO if communications cannot be maintained with Butts Radio.



(2) Position Reports.  Make position reports departing for and arriving at each landing area.  

Update reports at 15 minute intervals indicating that operations are normal. Deviations from the 15 minute reporting interval must be requested from and approved by Butts radio prior to any deviations.



(3) Transponder code is Mode 3/A 1200 unless assigned otherwise by ATC.



(4) All aircraft departing for mountain operations must have a functional ELT on board.


h. Aircraft Lighting: See para. 4-14.

4-12.  Low-Level Helicopter Training Route.  Route Hawk is established for the purpose of conducting low-level tactical navigation both day and night operations.  The route is primarily counter-clockwise and is one mile wide (One-half mile either side of centerline). Through coordination with Butts Radio the route may be flown clockwise.  The route is depicted on maps located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.


a. Utilization.



(1) The BAAF Base Operations is the coordinating agency for use of these routes to deconflict traffic.



(2) Units will coordinate use for single aircraft operations four (4) hours prior to requested utilization period.  Coordinate multi-aircraft operations 24 hours prior to requested utilization period. Less warning time is acceptable if no one else is utilizing the routes, so long as an approval is obtained.



(3) Requests may be made telephonically.



(4) Map Updates:  Wire hazard map survey date in base ops will be within last thirty days. If wire hazard map is not within last 30 days night flight will not be conducted without a day recon prior to flight.


b. Altitudes.  The floor is  XE "Hawk & Eagle Route altitudes" 100 feet AGL and ceiling is 300 feet AGL.


c. Separation: Butts Radio provides KNOWN traffic advisories along the routes.  However, aviators must be aware that this airspace is not protected for sole military use, therefore, SEE AND AVOID rules in accordance with the FARs apply.


d. For noise abatement procedures avoid all houses, buildings, people, livestock, and moving vehicles by a minimum slant range of 500 meters.


e. Communications.



(1) Single Aircraft Flights.  Maintain communications with Butts Radio unless otherwise coordinated with Butts Radio.  Pilot-in-commands (PC's) are responsible to maintain communications with an appropriate agency.  The PC must report every 15 minutes, or entry (starting point) and departure (release point) from the route, whichever occurs first to Butts Radio.  Report the passage of each ACP in the blind on Butts Radio FM frequency (a momentary increase in altitude may be required to ensure Butts Radio receives the transmission).



(2) Multi-aircraft flights.  Internal communications/ flight following may be performed between aircraft, however, one aircraft must monitor Butts Radio and report every 15 minutes, or entry (starting point) and departure (release point) from the route, whichever occurs first to Butts Radio.  Report the passage of each Air Control Point (ACP) in the blind on Butts Radio FM frequency (a momentary increase in altitude may be required to ensure Butts Radio receives the transmission).



(3) Transponder code along these routes is the standard VFR code; Mode 3/A 1200 unless advised otherwise by ATC.

4-13.  Helipad Approval.  The G-3 Aviation Office  XE "Post Helipads" is the approving authority for all permanent and semi-permanent helipads on Fort Carson Main Post.  A diagram depicting approved helipads at Fort Carson is located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.


a. The following are approved helipads on Fort Carson:


Pad 2: Installation Headquarters (Pad 2)(EC 17858810).


Pad 3: Old Hospital (Northwest corner of parking lot) (EC 17758740).


Pad 4: Evans Army Community Hospital (EC 17958590).


Pad 5: 3d Armored Cavalry Headquarters (EC20358660).


b. Restrictions. XE "Helipad restrictions" 


(1) Landing at the Fort Carson Events Center is restricted to Brigadier General (Code 6) and above.  Notify the military police on location at the pad prior to landing.



(2) Notify BAAF Tower for all take-off and landings on main post.



(3) Pads 2, and 4 are the only pads designated for night operations (pads 3 and 5 do not meet safety requirements, pilots will coordinate with tower and land at own risk).



(4) Advise BAAF Tower or Airfield Operations if ground time is expected to exceed 10 minutes.



(5) Reposition off Pad 2 prior to shutdown.



(a) Reposition off the pad if a passenger delay greater than 10 minutes is experienced.



(b) Prior permission is required from the G-3  Aviation Office (526-3635) to land or overfly Pad 2.


c. The Installation Aviation Safety Officer or his designated aviation safety officer representative is responsible for a semi-annual inspection of all post helipads.  This information is used to update the Post Helipad Map and NOTAM board in BAAF Base Operations.


d. Helicopter landings at  XE "Other contonement area landing sites" other than listed helipads require approval by the G-3 Aviation Office.  After approval, perform a thorough air reconnaissance prior to landing.  When landing at an area not habitually used as a landing site or helipad (i.e., motorpools, athletic fields) perform a thorough ground reconnaissance prior to landing.  The PC, Operations Officer, IP or Unit Safety Officer may perform the ground reconnaissance.

4-14.  Aided and Unaided Night Operations Off Fort Carson Military Reservation.  Aided and unaided night procedures for each operational area within the Local Flying Area are established in the appropriate section above in this chapter.


a. Aided and unaided night operations  XE "Off post NVG flights" below 200 feet AGL in off-post areas (except Routes Hawk) require a daylight reconnaissance within 72 hours prior to use of the intended flight path.  NOTE:  Hawk, and R2601 will require a daylight reconnaissance if the wire hazards survey for these routes located in BAAF Base Operations is not current (survey is greater than 30 days).


b. Aircraft Lighting.



(1) MEDEVAC aircraft  XE "MEDEVAC aircraft lighting" on an emergency mission operate with the anti-collision light on and position lights in the steady bright mode throughout the entire mission.  All aided or unaided aircraft maintain full lighting until the MEDEVAC aircraft is reported clear of the downrange area.



(2) A NOTAM is required for all modified lighting operations off-post to include PCMS not in accordance with the Department of the Army exemption from provisions of Section 91.209(a) and (b) of the Federal Aviation Regulations.  The G-3 Aviation Office coordinates with the FAA Office for a modified lighting NOTAM.  Notify the G-3 Aviation Office sixty(60) days in advance of the proposed flight so the FAA may be notified in time to meet NOTAM issuance requirements.



(3) Minimum lighting for  XE "Aircraft formation flight lighting" formation flights in BAAF Class D Airspace and the Range or Airburst Corridor are as follows:  Trail aircraft - anti-collision lights on and position lights steady bright; other aircraft in the formation - position lights steady dim.  "Lights out or black out" operations are authorized for formation flights only in R-2601 numbered aviation training areas, provided there are no other aircraft operating in the respective training area.

4-15.  Terrain Flight.  Terrain flight, as defined by this regulation, is flight conducted below 200 feet AGL.  Terrain flight may be conducted in R-2601, the HTAs, Pi(on Ca(on, and Route Hawk.  The flight area or route must be specific and safety restrictions established.  Mark navigation and hazard maps with known hazards such as power lines and towers, and include known hazards in the preflight briefing.  Mark no-fly areas on appropriate maps and avoid them.  Plan flight routes to avoid buildings, livestock and man-made obstructions.  Do not monitor commercial broadcast radio stations during terrain flight operations.

4-16.  Helicopter Sling Loads/Fire Bucket Missions Off the Military Reservation.  Select routes which 

present the least possible hazard to persons and property. Comply with FAR Part 133 requirements for sling load operations off the reservation. Sling load operations on BAAF are authorized but will be coordinated 72 hours prior with Butts operations for Notam. The designated sling load training areas are, EC 197808 and EC 194814.  Fire bucket missions are reviewed by the G-3 Aviation Office prior to passing missions to units for support and are conducted IAW FC REG 525-1 and FC REG 350-7.

4-17.  Rotary Wing Emergency Procedures Training.


a. Transient OH-58A/C IP’s and SP’s on touchdown orders perform autorotative touchdowns only during aircraft qualification training or IP and SP training/evaluations.  IPs will comply with -10 limitations for density altitude. OH-58D’s will perform autorotations to the ground only with DES evaluators at one set of controls. 


b.  XE "Termination with Power designated area" Rotary wing SPs and IPs in single engine aircraft may perform simulated engine failures:

        (1) Within BAAF procedural control airspace or any airfield with crash rescue available and positive two-way communication established with controlling agency.

        (2) At Red Devil Strip provided crash rescue elements are available at Turkey Creek Recreation Area and positive two-way communication established with Butts Radio.

        (3) At PCMS Landing Strip located near the cantonment area provided crash rescue is available at PCMS and positive radio communication is established with Range Control or Butts Radio.


c. For dual engine aircraft, emergency procedures requiring manipulation of any power control lever will be conducted at locations and under same conditions designated in para 4-17b.

   d. Other training maneuvers requiring an IP on board and not addressed in para b and c above may be conducted anywhere in R2601, the Ft. Carson Military Reservation, or the BAAF Procedural Control Airspace. Units deployed to PCMS may train these tasks within the maneuver area. 

4-18.  Refueling Operations.

a. Conduct refueling operations in accordance with appropriate aircraft technical manuals, FM 10-67-1, Aircraft Refueling, and unit SOP.


b. When crew members are available, one crew member monitors refueling and mans the fire extinguisher.  When a fire guard is

not available, the fire extinguisher must remain within easy access of the refueler.


c. Non-refueling personnel proceed to the designated marshaling area at least 50 feet away from the aircraft during refueling.


d. The minimum distance allowed between operating aircraft and refueling vehicles is 60 feet in any direction.

4-19.  Hot Refueling.  Rapid refueling is utilized for normal mission requirements.


a. Pilot requirements are:



AH-64, CH-47 and UH-60:  An aviator stationed at each set of the controls.


b. Turn anti-collision lights off during refueling.  During night refueling operations, aircraft position lights remain on steady bright.  During refueling, the pilot at the controls monitors BAAF Tower Frequency but does not transmit except in an emergency.


c. BAAF Tower controls air traffic into and out of the rapid refuel area during tower operational times.  Other times, pilots make calls in the blind while maneuvering to and from the rapid refuel area.


d. During refueling operations all personnel will have their helmet visors down.

4-20.  Cold Refueling.  Accomplish cold refueling (tanker deliveries) by individual unit internal assets or airfield contractor operations.  Obtain permission from BAAF 

Operations prior to entry onto the aircraft parking ramp with tactical tankers.

4-21.  Risk Mitigation Procedures.


a. All assigned, attached or transient aviation units/personnel will comply with the following requirements while performing aviation operations at Fort Carson.


b. Fort Carson command group will be notified of all missions within the Fort Carson local flying airspace that are med risk or higher for transient units and high risk or higher for tenant.  Notification will be through the G-3 Aviation office (719-526-9857/9858) during normal duty hours or through the Fort Carson EOC (719-526-3400/9546) during non-duty hours.  The Fort Carson command group will concur or non-concur with the risk level and reserves the authority to terminate or modify all missions for risk mitigation purposes regardless of original mission briefer/approval authority.  Units should allow sufficient time for processing to prevent being late for or missing departure times.


c. These requirements may be waived by the Fort Carson Commanding General (CG).  The CG may delegate the authority to waive these requirements at his discretion.

4-22.  Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV).  All UAV operations will be coordinated through the BAAF commander and Range Control.  The Fort Carson G-3 Aviation office is the approval authority for UAV operations.
  CHAPTER 5 

  MAINTENANCE TEST FLIGHTS
5-1.  Maintenance Test Flights (MTFs).
Conduct Maintenance Test Flights (MTF) under VFR conditions during daylight hours.  Test flights conducted under other than these conditions require approval on a case by case basis by the unit commander.  Test flight procedures apply to assigned, attached, or TDY units operating at Fort Carson.  Conduct test flights per AR 95-1, and the appropriate ATM.  An ELT  XE "Maint. Test Flt ELT requirement" is not required for test flights in the Fort Carson Test Flight Areas.


b.  Conduct test flights in authorized test flight areas and terminate at the point of origin.  Commanders may authorize deviations from these requirements on a case by case basis.
5-2.  Maintenance Test Flight Plans.

a. BAAF Operations logs flight plans of maintenance test pilots (MPs) whose "Test Number" is on file at BAAF Operations.  A maintenance test flight memorandum is issued by Squadron Flight Standardization Office listing MP data and assigning “Test Numbers.”


b. MPs may file their test flight plan IAW paragraph 3-7 of this regulation.


c. BAAF Operations personnel transfer the information to a maintenance test flight log.  BAAF Operations then relays any changes to the local NOTAMS posted  XE "Maint. Test Flt. - Flt Planning" since the NOTAM check time.  MP’s check NOTAMS and range information prior to the first test flight of each day.

5-3.  Test Flight Test-Numbers.


a. BAAF Operations maintains a list of MP TEST Numbers.  The Squadron Standardization Office provides BAAF Base Operations with an updated memorandum of current MPs bi-annually.  The listing consists of the Test Number assigned, name, rank, SSN, unit assignment and type of aircraft flown.


b. The TEST Numbers are authorization to use telephonic or radio flight plan filing.  These numbers are not used as call signs in any way.  Furthermore, authorization to file on a test flight log is for actual and not training test flights.  Misuse of this authorization will result in 

termination of the TEST Number and this authorization.

5-4.  Test Flight Areas.  Test flight areas are  XE "Maintenance Test Flight Areas" depicted on the VFR Sectional Map located in BAAF Base Operations Flight Planning Area.  In addition to the BAAF traffic pattern, the following are authorized test flight areas:


a. Area T1 and T2.  Maintain  XE "Maint. Test Flt. Max. Altitudes"  8,500 feet MSL or less unless clearance to climb higher is received from Colorado Springs Approach control.


b. Area T3.  Use for check of radio navigation equipment only.  No other test flight maneuvers are performed in this area.


c. Area T4.  Restrict altitude to 7,500 feet MSL unless clearance to climb higher is received from Colorado Springs Approach Control or Pueblo Approach Control.  Conduct engine performance checks on a North-South axis along Interstate Highway 25.


d. The minimum altitude in any of the maintenance test flight areas is 1,000 feet AGL.  Descents to 500 feet AGL are permitted when weather conditions dictate.

5-5. Flight Following for Maintenance Flights.  Maintain radio contact with either BAAF Control Tower, Colorado Springs Approach Control or Pueblo Approach Control.  The approach control facilities can provide VFR radar flight advisory services within the test flight areas.  Use these services to the maximum extent possible.

               CHAPTER 6 

   SPECIAL MISSION REQUIREMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS

6-1.  Flight Hazards.


a. Underwire Flight.  Units may conduct underwire flight training when briefed during mission briefings and included in unit Aircrew Training Programs and sites have been surveyed by the unit Aviation Safety Officer.


b. Aircrews have the responsibility to report new hazards not posted on their hazard maps to BAAF Operations when discovered.


c. Aircrews post all known flight hazards to their individual maps.

6-2.  Uniform and Equipment Requirements.  Aircrews will use clothing and equipment required by AR 95-1, and FORSCOM Supplement 1 to AR 95-1. 

6-3.  ALSE.  Use Aviation Life Support Equipment per AR 95-2.  Cold Weather kits are required on all flights.

  CHAPTER 7 

  SPECIAL CASES & PROCEDURES

7-1.  Helicopter Static Displays and Flight Demonstrations.


a. General.  To ensure that an off-post mission that requires helicopters to land in or adjacent to hazardous environments, (i.e. 

near open assemblies of civilian personnel and built-up areas) can be flown in a safe and professional manner, the following procedures and policies apply:



(1) Off-post public affairs tasking such as static display:



(a) Permission to land the aircraft on civilian property from the property owner must be obtained in writing by the PAO.



(b) Perform a ground reconnaissance prior to operations.  The Pilot-in-Command, unit aviation safety officer, IP or unit operations officer may perform the ground reconnaissance to ensure the landing area is safe.



(c) Before spectators assemble, rotors must be stopped.  Do not start or move aircraft in the presence of spectators, except by ground handling equipment (move the spectators before moving the aircraft).



(d) Landing zone security must be provided during landing, shut down, starting, and departure.  This may be provided by military or civilian law enforcement personnel.  If the aircraft must remain overnight, adequate security is provided by the supported activity and the aircraft properly moored.



(2) Passenger drop-off or pick-up:



(a)  XE "LZ's on public or private property" Private or public property:  The PAO obtains permission from the property owner in writing before operations.  Permission must include a "hold harmless" addendum IAW AR 95-2(DD 2402).



(b) Perform a ground reconnaissance prior to operations.  The reconnaissance may be performed by the pilot, copilot, unit aviation safety officer or unit operations officer.  This requirement is waived if the landing area is not in or adjacent to hazardous environments.  (i.e. wires, poles, buildings, loose gravel, etc.)



(3) Aircraft fly-by and demonstrations:



(a) The use of aircraft for fly-by or flight demonstrations is prohibited except when  XE "Flight Demonstration Approval" specifically authorized by the Commanding General.



(b) Requests for flight demonstrations or fly-bys will be submitted to G-3 Aviation office.


b. Waivers.  Waivers to the above procedures are granted through the Installation G-3 Aviation Office on a case by case basis.

7-2.  Range (R-2601) Airspace Scheduling.  All aviation units are required to  XE "R-2601 airspace scheduling" schedule airspace utilization for all aviation operations on the Fort Carson (R-2601) Military Reservation IAW Annex D, FC Reg 385-63, and Army Regulation 385-63.  Submit requests through channels to the Installation G-3 Range Division.   Confirm requests each 90 days at the Training Resources Management Meeting (TRMM).  Conflicts arising at the TRMM are resolved by the Installation G-3 Aviation Office.

7-3.  Overdue Aircraft.  Aircraft that have not rendered position reports to Butts Radio IAW procedures of this regulation are considered overdue after 30 minutes past their estimated reported time.   XE "Overdue aircraft" Procedures for overdue aircraft are contained in the BAAF SOP.

7-4.  Aircraft Mishap Procedures.  The first person aware of an 

aircraft mishap, forced landing, 

precautionary landing, or missing aircraft notifies either BAAF Operations, BAAF Tower, or Butts Radio.  These agencies activate the Aircraft Mishap Notification Plan.  Additional information is contained in Chapter 9 of this regulation - Aviation Accident Prevention Plan.

7-5.  Search and Rescue.  If assisting in SAR operations the aircrew contacts the nearest ATC facility.  Contact the controlling agency prior to penetrating SAR areas.  FC Reg 525-1 contains specific procedures for conducting SAR operations.

7-6.  Medical Evacuation Missions.


a. In accordance with FC Reg 385-63, the 571st Medical Evacuation Company provides 24 hour medical evacuation support to Fort Carson.


b. A unit requiring a MEDEVAC calls Range Control by land line or by radio and states "MEDEVAC".  After recognition of the emergency by Range Control, XE "Medivac Request"  the requester gives the following information:



(1) Unit designation.



(2) Grid coordinates of injured personnel.



(3) Number patients, litter and ambulatory.



(4) Cause of injury and possible type of injury.



(5) Any special equipment required.



(6) Landing Zone Markings


c. Requestor must remain on frequency for communication with the MEDEVAC helicopter. Range Control, in turn, alerts the Fire Department and the Fire Department then alerts 571st Medical Evacuation Company of the mission. 


d. Pilots other than the 571st Medical Evacuation Company (571ST) who receive a request for medical evacuation assistance on post will notify 571st through the quickest means of communication available (BAAF, Butts Radio, Range Control or directly on 38.80 or 39.60). The pilot will transmit this request in the form of a nine line MEDEVAC request. If unable to contact the 571st by radio, the crew will proceed to BAAF and alert MEDEVAC duty crew in person.


e. Medical evacuation support off post by units other than the 571st Medical Evacuation Company:



(1) Contact local authorities (highway patrol, sheriff, etc. through the controlling agency) and request they contact MEDEVAC personnel and arrange for evacuation of injured personnel.



(2) Attempt contact with BAAF Tower.



(3) If unable to contact Fort Carson or the local authorities, the pilot-in-command (PC) should evaluate the landing sight and land the aircraft if possible.



(4) Pay particular attention to head and back injuries.  If possible, fly to the nearest town to get regular medical assistance to the accident scene.


(5) The only time injured personnel should be flown out is when the PC believes loss of life, limb or eyesight will result from failure to evacuate.

7-7.  Severe Weather Plan.

a. Weather:  Severe weather common to the Pikes Peak region requires that certain precautions be taken at all times to prevent damage to aircraft.   XE "Severe Weather" Severe weather in the vicinity of BAAF is defined as tornadoes, severe thunderstorms with winds 50 knots or greater and or hail 3/4" or greater.



(1) Winds:  High winds are predominant throughout the year.  High winds are classified as:



(a)  "C" (Charlie) - 35-49 Knots.



(b)  "D" (Delta)   - 50-65 Knots.



(c)  "E" (Echo)    - Above 65 Knots.



(2) Thunderstorms: 

 Thunderstorms are classified as:



(a) Moderate - Winds 35-49 knots and/or hail 1/2" to 3/4".



(b) Severe - Winds 50 knots or greater and/or hail 3/4" or greater.



(3) Terms Explained.



(a) Weather Advisory (WA) - A special notice when weather conditions could affect aviation operations that is occurring or is expected to occur.  A weather advisory is issued as a forecast advisory or as an observed advisory.  All forecast advisories are issued by qualified forecasters.  Observers may issue observed weather advisories (i.e. thunderstorms in the local flying area) provided no time limit is appended.



(b) Weather Watch - A special notice to alert personnel of the potential for tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, or a winter storm such as heavy snow, freezing precipitation, or  blizzard conditions.  Blizzard conditions are defined as sustained winds of 30 knots or greater and considerable falling and or blowing snow causing visibility of 1/4 mile or less for 3 hours or more.



(c) Weather Warning (WW) - A special notice when weather conditions are occurring or are expected to occur are of such intensity as to pose a hazard to life or property.  Aircrews and units must take protective action.


b. Evacuation:  Due to predominant weather phenomena throughout the Fort Carson area, an evacuation plan to a safe haven airport is not feasible.  Historical weather data indicate weather patterns within the four quadrants 

surrounding Fort Carson are similar affording no additional protection at local airports.


c. Procedures:  Implement the following procedures to protect

aircraft from severe weather:



(1) Notification.



(a) Duty Hours:  25th OWS or 13th ASOS/WF, upon issuing an advisory, watch, or warning, notifies agencies and units IAW FC Reg 115-2.  Major unit operations notifies subordinate units of the advisory, watch, or warning.



(b) Non-duty Hours: 13th ASOS/WF notifies Regimental Operations Center and Installation Emergency Operations Center.  Staff Duty Officers or NCO’s initiate alert notification IAW unit SOP’s.  Upon receipt of Weather Advisories, Watches, or Warnings the SDO/SDNCO notifies all unit CQ's, unit commanders or operations officers.  Notify Regimental and Area Support Group Commanders and the K Company Commander of Delta and Echo wind advisories or warnings.



(2) Actions Required. XE "Aircraft mooring requirements" 


(a) Tie down blades after all flights for teetering rotor systems and at the end of the last flight of the day, moor or hangar all assigned or attached aircraft parked at BAAF.  In addition, ensure fly-away equipment(covers and plugs) is secure.  Transient crews are responsible for their aircraft tie-down and mooring.


(b) Unit SDO’s verify compliance and notify the units not in compliance by 1900 hours daily.  The unit SDO notifies the unit commander of actions necessary to correct any problems.


(c) Severe Weather:  In the event of severe weather notification (i.e. weather watches and or warnings for moderate/severe thunderstorms or high winds) accomplish the following procedures:  Moderate thunderstorms or winds 35-49 knots or hail 1/2 inch to 3/4 inch - moor aircraft and secure loose items and materials.  Severe thunderstorms or winds 50 knots or greater or hail greater than 3/4 inch, hangar all aircraft if possible.  IAW III CORPS Directive, priority to hangar is: OH-58D/C/A+, AH-64A, UH-60A/L /EH-60, UH-1H/V and CH-47D.  Protect aircraft left outside during severe thunderstorms or high winds 50 knots or greater, by parking vehicles (2 1/2 Ton or larger) around aircraft as wind breaks. Face aircraft into forecasted winds before mooring when feasible.  Slew horizontal stabilators of UH-60 and AH-64 aircraft to a neutral position (zero degrees).


(3) Weekends and Holidays:  Lead times for weather warnings normally do not exceed one hour.    When feasible, hangar aircraft on the last duty day of the week.  Ensure aircraft not hangered are readily protected upon notification of severe weather.


d. Recall Procedures:  Butts Radio and BAAF Tower disseminate all weather watches or warnings on VHF, UHF, and FM.  When wind speeds are or are expected to exceed 50 knots, take the following actions:


(1) All aircraft return immediately to BAAF.  PCs ensure their aircraft is hangared or tied down and moored properly.


(2) Should weather conditions not permit return to BAAF, proceed to the nearest safe haven (i.e. Pueblo, Peterson Air Force Base, TriCounty, etc.).


(3) Aircraft at Pi(on Ca(on Maneuver Site (PCMS) land and utilize vehicles and natural barriers to protect the aircraft.


(4) Aircraft should remain over night at airports that can provide tie-down (mooring) or hangar space when traveling cross-country.


(5) While operating at the National Training Center (NTC) use natural terrain and man-made barriers to protect the aircraft and accomplish field mooring.

7-8.  Hazardous Materials Loading and Unloading.

a. Do not transport, load or unload hazardous materials (i.e., material which is flammable, corrosive, explosive, toxic, radioactive, biologically infectious or due to its quantity, properties, or packaging, may endanger life or property) at BAAF without prior approval of the airfield commander.  The approved hazardous material handling location is approach end of runway 31.


b. Aircraft transporting hazardous material which arrive at BAAF proceed to the approach end of runway 31.  The runway will be closed until the operation is complete.


c. BAAF Tower notifies the airfield crash crew of all aircraft arriving with hazardous materials, to include type and amount of material, and will stand by the runway during the landing.


d. The airfield crash crew stands by during all hazardous cargo loading and unloading.


e. BAAF Tower directs all aircraft to avoid overflight of the approach end of runway 31 during hazardous cargo operations.


f. Do not load or unload hazardous materials anywhere other than the approach end of runway 31 without prior approval by the airfield commander.

7-9.  Visiting Aircrew Briefing Requirements.


a. Responsibilities.


(1) The Installation G-3  Aviation Flight Standardization Officer or his designated representative provides briefings of local operating procedures. 


      (2) The Installation Aviation Safety Officer or a designated safety representative briefs safety hazards.


(3) Base operations personnel may brief flight planning and filing procedures, and flight following procedures.


b. General.


(1) As a minimum, the below listed items are briefed.  If the briefing is for a unit (Bn, Co, Sec, Det, etc.) one person may be briefed.  That person is responsible for briefing his unit. A current brief will have been conducted within the last 180 days.


(2) Local Operating Procedures (Installation Aviation Standardization Officer or designated representative)


(a) Operating hours.


(b) Local flying area.


(c) Altitude restrictions/noise abatement procedures.


(d) Weather minimums.


(e) Ramp operations.


(f) Traffic patterns.


(g) Low level routes.


(h) Artillery GTL under flight.


(i) IMC procedures.


(j) No fly areas.


(3) Safety Hazards  (Installation Safety Officer).
 


(a) High altitude operations.


(b) Aircraft refueling and de-fueling.


(c) Fuel and oil spills.
  


(d) Wire hazards.


(e) High aircraft density areas.


(f) Range safety (Units are briefed by Range Control prior to live fire exercises).


(g) HIRTA.


(4) Flight Planning Procedures (Airfield Operations).


(a) Airfield Operations hours of operation.


(b) Tower operating hours.


(c) Dispatcher operating hours.


(d) Weather detachment operating hours.


(e) Physical security.


(f) Maintenance test flights.


(g) Airspace interface.


(h) Flight following.

7-10.  Parachute Operations.

a. Conduct Paradrops within the BAAF Class D Airspace IAW AR 95-19 and FAR 105.


b. Provide BAAF Operations and Range Control with the following information no later than three working days prior to jump operations so NOTAMS may be issued and posted.


(1) Date and time, range of drop.


(2) Radius of the drop zone.


(3) Location of Drop Zone (DME and radial off of the Colorado Springs VORTAC (COS)).


(4) Maximum altitude from which the drop will occur.


(5) Type(s) of aircraft used.


(6) Radio frequencies on which aircraft will operate.


(7) Point of contact with a telephone number.


c. All units conducting paradrop operations will have a paradrop SOP.


d. All paradrops conducted outside of the BAAF Class D Airspace will maintain radio contact with range control.

  7-11.  Inadvertent Instrument Meteorological Conditions (IIMC)

    a. General.  The procedures outlined in this regulation are not routine Standard Operating Procedures, but are to be executed if IMC is encountered inadvertently. The pilot flying will implement the recovery procedures and not attempt to regain VMC. Turns away from IMC should be made before condition is encountered, not after entering IIMC.


b. Planning.  Prior to every mission, the minimum safe altitude and recovery airfield will be determined. 


(1) The minimum safe altitude should clear all obstacles by 2000 feet in mountainous terrain and 1000 feet in flat terrain.


(2) The recovery airfield should be the closest airfield with an instrument approach that is compatible with aircraft being flown. The airfield should also be selected based on the lowest approach minimum and best weather forecast in comparison to the distance.


c. Coordination and assignment of duties of the flight crew upon entering IIMC, will be as briefed by the PC during the crew/mission brief.


d. Positive control of aircraft upon encountering IIMC. Pilot on the controls will perform Inadvertent IMC procedures in accordance with the appropriate ATM.


While operating in R-2601, if IIMC is encountered, turn heading 090 degrees and climb to 7,500’ MSL. Note: if possible, contact Butts Radio and inform tower of IIMC conditions and possible overflight of ground firing areas.


e. Assistance. Pilot not on the controls will:


(1) Monitor the pilot who is flying, call out procedures, be prepared to assume control of the aircraft.


(2) Tune radios and make calls as requested.


(3) Review approach plates and charts as requested.


f. Climb to minimum safe altitude or altitude assigned by ATC. After transition to instrument reference is complete and a climb has been established to the minimum safe altitude, IMMEDIATE action will be taken to:

NOTE: Initiate the following procedures only after transition to instrument reference is complete and aircraft is under adequate control.


(1) Set transponder to Code 7700 and contact ATC agency.

 
(2) Declare an Emergency and request emergency IFR handling.


(3) State “I am inadvertent IMC”.


(4) State call sign and type aircraft.


(5) State position as accurately as possible. DO NOT delay call attempting to fix position.


(6) State heading and altitude.


(7) State fuel remaining in hours and minutes.


(8) State requested airfield and approach.

NOTE: ATC will take appropriate action, as necessary, to recover the inadvertent IMC aircraft at the nearest IFR airport/heliport or as requested by the pilot.


g. Procedures for lost communications or if unable to contact ATC. These procedures will only be implemented when attempts have been made on every possible radio frequency, (i.e., VHF,UHF,FM and navigation equipment frequencies). If unable to establish radio contact with ATC immediately, establish the appropriate course/heading to the nearest IFR airport/heliport and continue to attempt radio contact and obtain ATC instruction/clearance. Set transponder IAW DOD Flip requirements.   


h. Separation of aircraft. Aviators flying in multiship formations will conduct IIMC according to their unit SOP or as briefed during the air mission briefing. 


i. Aircraft equipment and NAVAID criteria. The minimum essential equipment for aircraft involved in terrain flight activities with weather below 500-1 days or 1000-3 nights will be IAW AR 95-1, table 5-2, under the instrument column. 

  CHAPTER 8

   STANDARDIZATION AND TRAINING

8-1.  Flight Standardization Program.

a. General.  The Fort Carson Flight Standardization Program is an active, on going program.  The program stresses aviation safety and standardization of aviation training.  The overall program is under the supervision of the Flight Standardization Committee and continued on a day to day basis through the Installation Standardization Office, Unit Standardization Personnel, and the Installation and Unit Safety Officers.  Current regulations and training publications are used to accomplish the standardization program.


b. Standardization and Safety Management.  Standardization and Safety go hand in hand.  The Installation Flight Standardization Office, in concert with the Installation Aviation Safety Office, implements an Aviation Standardization and Safety management program.  The program focuses on the identification and resolution of aviation related issues that impact combat readiness.  The program includes:



(1) Training literature.



(2) Safety.



(3) Aviation training.


c. Individual waiver

 XE "Waiver authority" authority, per AR 95-1, para 4-2(b), for ATP requirements will be the first 0-6 in the Chain of Command.

8-2.  Flight Standardization Committee.

a. The Flight Standardization Committee is organized and staffed IAW AR 95-1.


(1) The Installation Commander or his designated representative serves as chairperson of the committee.  Members of the Fort Carson Aviation Standardization Committee are appointed by the following duty positions:

Deputy Commanding General

Installation Aviation Officer

Installation Flight Standardization Officer

7ID Chief of Staff

Commander, 3 ACR

Commander, 4/3 ACR

Commander, 571st Medevac Company

Commander, K CO. 158th Avn Regiment

Commander, Butts Army Airfield

Commander, 13th ASOS/WF

Commander, 1/A/7-158th Avn Company

Commander, ASF BAAF

Flight Surgeon (4/3 ACR)

AH-64 SP/IE

OH-58D SP/IE

UH-60 SP/IE

CH-47D SP/IE

Enlisted SI/FI 4/3 ACR

Flight Standardization Officer 4/3 ACR

Aviation Maintenance Officer 4/3 ACR

Director, Installation Safety

Director, Range Control

Chief, BAAF Crash Rescue Station

DOL, Chief of IAMB

Installation ASO

Installation ASNCO

Chief, BAAF Air Traffic Control




(2) The Standardization Committee publishes orders appointing members.



(3) The Flight Standardization Committee meets semi-annually (or at the discretion of the Installation Commander or his designated representative).


b. The Flight Standardization Committee has authority to make policy decisions concerning aviation standardization, subject to the approval of the Installation Commander.


c. Forward problems that cannot be resolved by the committee to the III CORPS Standardization Committee for action.


d. Once approved, the actions and decisions of the Fort Carson Flight Standardization Committee are regulatory and applicable to all aviation units at Fort Carson and transient units.


e. Maintain Flight Standardization Committee Minutes XE "Standardization Committee Minutes"  on file for one year or until rescinded.  Post copies of the committee minutes to reading and information files available to all aviation personnel until the minutes are incorporated into FC Reg 95-1 or applicable SOPs.

8-3.  Installation Aviation Standardization Office 

a. General.  The standardization office functions under control of the Installation Aviation Officer.  The Installation Standardization Office operates full time as the active arm of the Installation Standardization Committee and shall act to promote standardization and aviation safety.  The primary purpose is to ensure the standardized, safe performance of flying tasks as established by published directives and training documents.  The Installation Standardization Office is staffed by the Standardization Officer.


b. Responsibilities.


(1) Organize and conduct standardization committee meetings on a semiannual basis. Keep records of the meetings and actions taken in response to the committee's directed actions, recommendations and distribute copies of the proceedings.


(2) Recommend to the Installation Aviation Officer (G-3 Air) potential members for appointment to the standardization committee and to the standardization section.


(3) Maintain a library of publications and references required for flight standardization offices IAW FORSCOM PAM 95-1.


(4) Ensure that all aviation units are kept abreast of aviation related information as it is received at Fort Carson.


(5) Serve as the single point of contact for Fort Carson aviation unit commanders, standardization personnel, and aviators who desire information or decisions concerning aviation standardization or training matters which necessitates contact with higher headquarters.


(6) Coordinates with the Senior Maintenance Test Flight Evaluator to establish and maintain a program for ensuring standardization among Maintenance Test Flight Evaluators (MEs) and Maintenance Test Pilots (MPs).


(7) Assist the Installation Aviation Officer in conducting briefings for aircrews or non-tenant aviation units.  The G-3 Aviation Office is the primary point of contact for external training requirements.


(8) Maintain a year round office capable of rapidly addressing standardization and training matters which is easily accessible to tenant aviation units.


(9) Coordinate the conduct of assistance visits, administrative inspections and aircrew evaluations as requested by unit commanders at Fort Carson.



(10) Serve as functional subject matter expert (SME) in identifying and resolving problems in the standardization program.

8-4.  No-Notice Evaluation Program.


a. Each unit commander establishes, in writing, a no-notice proficiency evaluation program IAW TC 1-210, Chapter 3, Section III.  No-notice evaluations are written or oral, an aircraft or compatible simulator flight evaluation, or a combination thereof.  This program measures the effectiveness of individual, crew, and collective training.  No-notice evaluations may be administered individually or collectively.  Administer no-notice evaluations per Chapter 8 of the appropriate ATM.


b. Each unit establishes and maintains a file for no-notice evaluations conducted per the above paragraph.

8-5.  DELETED

8-6.  Requirements for Aviators Assigned to Non-Operational Flying Positions.


a.  XE "Non-operational aviators positions" Aviators assigned to non-flying positions report to Officer Personnel Records within 14 days of assignment to process their flight records IAW AR 95-1.  The Installation G-3 Aviation Office (526-9858) serves as the custodian for all non-operational flight records.


b. Aviators assigned to non-operational positions:



(1) Ensure a copy of their DA Form 4186 Medical Recommendation for Flying Duty is forwarded to the flight records custodian.



(2) Ensure a copy of current assignment orders are present in their flight records.



(3) Ensure a copy of current telephone number for their duty assignment is annotated in their flight records.

8-7.  Standardization Assistance and Evaluation Program. 


a. Scope.  The assistance XE "Standardization Assistance Visits"  and evaluation program consists of the following:



(1) Assistance visits to each aviation unit are conducted by a team designated by the standardization committee.



(2) Random spot checks of aviation training and facilities by the Fort Carson Flight Standardization Committee.


b. Purpose:  To assist unit commanders in evaluating the proficiency level of individual crews and to determine if their knowledge and performance meet required standards.  To provide feedback to aviators and unit commanders as a basis for developing and scheduling individualized training.


c. Procedures.



(1) Assistance and evaluation visits.



(a) Unit commander’s request an assistance visit from the Flight Standardization Committee by contacting the Installation G-3 Aviation Office.



(b) The Installation G-3 Aviation Office determines the schedule for an assistance visit after coordination with unit commanders.


(c) The Installation Flight Standardization Officer assists in selecting the required personnel for each assistance team based upon unit requirements.



(2) Each aviation unit, and the Installation G-3 Aviation Office maintains a file copy of assistance visits.

8-8.  Deleted.
8-9.  Environmental Training.

a. Conduct mountain qualification and training under the provisions of the Fort Carson Mountain-High Altitude Helicopter Qualification and Training Program of Instruction.


b. Responsibilities:



(1) The Installation G-3 Flight Standardization Office:



(a) Maintains the Fort Carson POI for high altitude helicopter operations and training. The POI will be developed with input from unit standardization sections for each aircraft type.



(b) Maintains a list of approved landing areas for mountain training.  The list is developed in coordination with appropriate outside agencies.



(2) Unit Commanders ensure strict compliance with the Fort Carson Mountain-High Altitude Helicopter Qualification and Training Program of Instruction.

8-10.  Snow/Dust Operations Training.  Complete training for each aircrew member prior to snow or operations in a dust environment.  The program consists of:  A semi-annual weather briefing, academics on cold weather operations and a flight involving hovering, takeoff and landing in snow or dust with an IP or SP.  Thereafter, each aviator receives annually:  The semi-annual weather brief and cold weather operations academics. Training should be documented per unit SOP.

8-11.  Environmental Considerations.  Aviation unit commanders ensure that aircrews performing flight duties on temporary duty (TDY) or field duty are qualified in flying skills required by TDY or field location geographic and environmental conditions (i.e. desert or jungle) before performing operational missions.  Equip each aircraft with  XE "Survival Kits" appropriate survival kits IAW AR 95-1 and Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) during flights outside the traffic pattern.

8-12.  Pilot Orientation Course.

a. The Pilot Orientation Course (POC) XE "IACP"  is a III CORPS directed program that describes standards and skills required of all aircrew members. The goal is to ensure aircrew tactical and technical proficiency.  The program results in aircrew members who are knowledgeable of the standard and disciplined to focus on skills of application.


b. The POC is a Battalion/Squadron level training program.   Unit commanders schedule newly assigned aircrew members to attend the POC XE "AOC"  upon arrival in the unit.  Crewmembers must complete the POC prior to progression to Readiness Level One(RL1).  The course consists of academic classes and a written evaluation. Academics will include:  local and national airspace procedures, environmental training peculiar to the local area, maintenance, safety, and a local flight operations facility tour. 

  CHAPTER 9

   AVIATION ACCIDENT PREVENTION PROGRAM
9-1.  General.


a. Aviation accident prevention is an integral part of the Fort Carson Safety Program and

applies to all aviation units assigned to or operating on Fort Carson.


b. Applicable requirements of this regulation are a required part of safety programs of contractors engaged in maintenance, industrial, ground and flight operations on Fort Carson.

9-2.  Safety Administration.


a. A senior aviation warrant officer that is a graduate of the United States Army Aviation Safety Officer’s Course is appointed as the Installation Aviation Safety Officer (IASO).  This position is assigned under the Directorate of Installation Safety.



(1) Responsibilities.  The IASO is responsible for the management of the Commanding General's Aviation Safety Philosophy to include implementation of safety risk management control measures for aviation accident prevention while maintaining training realism and combat effectiveness.  The IASO implements an aviation safety program encompassing assigned MSCs and Reserve Component aviation assets.  The IASO is responsible for the safety aspects of operations at Butts AAF to include crash rescue, flight following, air traffic control and aircraft movement and contract maintenance operations.



(2) Duties.



(a) Monitors flight and ground operations for early detection and correction of unsafe practices.



(b) Conducts visiting aircrew safety briefings.



(c) Inspects physical condition of operational areas and tactical sites for elimination of hazards.



(d) Ensure semi-annual survey of the physical condition of all established installations helipads.


(e) Monitors high risk operations involving weapons, ammunition and POL to ensure personnel are trained to proficiency in these critical areas.


(f) Oversees the subordinate unit’s Aviation Life Support Equipment (ALSE) programs.


(g) Installation commander establishes a Command Safety Council as a forum to address safety issues that cannot be corrected at subordinate units.


(h) Ensures implementation of an Installation Aviation Resource Management Survey (ARMS) program to use as a tool to ensure compliance with command azimuths toward safety, standardization, training, maintenance  and efficient use of valuable resources.


(i) Establishes an accurate and timely accident reporting system that is used to analyze accident causation factors, trends and implement control measures to prevent future mishaps.


(j) Establishes a hazard reporting system for early detection and elimination of potential accident producing elements from the working and training environments.


(k) Maintains an Aviation Safety Incentive Awards program.


(l) Maintains a current library of safety regulations, accident prevention directives and instructional materials.


(m) Maintains current safety functional files.


(n) Evaluates aviation tasking and missions to ensure that each level of command accomplishes risk management to identify, control, or eliminate hazards that pose "high" or "extreme high" risk to the operation and aviation personnel involved.


(o) Monitors safety related programs such as hearing conservation, fire prevention, HAZCOM/HAZMAT, and FOD to ensure compliance.


(p) Trains and assists subordinate safety officers and NCOs to become more knowledgeable in all aspects of the Army and Installation Safety Programs.


b. A Senior Noncommissioned Officer (E-7/E-8) is appointed to assist the IASO.  The Installation Aviation Safety Noncommissioned Officer(IASNCO) is a graduate of the United States Army Aviation Safety NCO Course.  The IASNCO responsibilities and duties parallel those listed for the IASO in paragraph a. above.  The IASNCO serves as the enlisted liaison for the aviation safety program.


c. Each subordinate unit commander appoints, in writing, a 

warrant officer that is a graduate of the United States Army Aviation Safety Officer’s Course to the authorized Aviation Safety Officer (ASO) TDA/TOE/MTOE position.  Those units that are not authorized an ASO TDA/TOE/MTOE position will select the most qualified warrant officer to perform this duty.  The ASO is a full time duty position and will not have any other additional duties.  The ASO will be rated by the commander.  The responsibilities and duties of the ASO are outlined in AR 385-95, FORSCOM Regulation 385-1 and are aligned with those listed in paragraph a. above.  The unit SOP will list specific responsibilities and duties as required by unit mission and structure.


d. Each subordinate unit commander appoints, in writing, an aviation Safety NCO to assist the unit ASO and serve as the enlisted safety liaison for the unit.  The Safety NCO is a graduate of the United States Army Aviation Safety NCO Course.

9-3.  Commander’s Safety Policy and Aviation Accident Prevention Plan.


a. Commanders at all levels will develop and publish a safety policy letter.  Commanders may elect to adopt in writing the policy of the next higher command.  


b. The Commanding General develops and establishes a Commanding General’s Aviation Accident Prevention Plan (CAAPP).  This plan is tied to the Commanding General’s Safety Plan for the current fiscal year, IAW FORSCOM 350-1.


c. Each subordinate commander having aviation assets will develop a CAAPP that is compatible with the mission and function of their organization.  The CAAPP is  independent of, but implemented by the organization’s SOP.  The CAAPP tells what the unit is going to do to prevent accidents and the SOP tells the who, when and how.


d. Commanders will use the CAAPP and SOP to integrate their ground safety plan into the aviation safety program.


e. The plan generally covers one fiscal year, but it may cover more or less time depending on factors such as reorganization, OPTEMPO, etc.  The plan needs reviewing periodically to ensure that it remains functional and effective.  Review of the CAAPP is addressed during the Aviation Safety Council meeting.

9-4.  Safety Risk Management (SRM).


a. SRM is the key to an effective aviation force protection program.  Aviation leadership will identify hazards, assess the hazards, develop controls and countermeasures, implement the controls and most importantly provide supervision on all aviation missions.


b. The mission briefer will use the Risk Assessment Matrix and Mission Briefing form to accomplish risk management requirements for each flight or series of flights.  
9-5.  Aviation Accident Prevention 

Surveys (AAPS) and Hazard Inventory Logs.


a. The Installation Aviation Safety Office will conduct/coordinate an AAPS annually on each assigned unit and aviation activity.  The Aviation Resource Management Survey Checklist from the FORSCOM Aviation Commander’s Guide is the primary tool to conduct the surveys.  Each organization surveyed will receive the results and will provide written corrective action by the required suspense.  


b. Each unit conducts an AAPS semiannually.  The unit commander may use an AAPS conducted by a higher headquarters to meet one of the two semiannual requirements.  Surveys are maintained on file for two years.  Effective and timely corrective action is taken on noted deficiencies and hazards.  Those deficiencies and hazards that are not correctable at the unit level are forwarded to the next higher level for action.  Hazards not immediately corrected are publicized directly to affected personnel 


c. Each unit maintains a HIL as a means of assessing and tracking identified hazards.  As a minimum, the file/log should contain the following elements.

(1)  A reference or log number.


(2) Description of the hazard, including source or root cause.


(3) Determination of potential impact on the unit/mission (RAC).


(4) Recommended control options.


(5) Command decision on control options and implementation directives, including responsible agent and suspense. 


(6) A plan to verify the effectiveness of the control.


(7) Status based on verification of the effectiveness.

9-6.  Aviation Safety Councils.


a. All aviation units assigned to Fort Carson establish an aviation safety council and an enlisted safety council IAW AR 385-95 and FORSCOM Regulation 385-1.  Safety councils meet quarterly and publish minutes with an action point of contact and suspense assigned to each action item.  One copy of the minutes is posted on each unit’s safety bulletin board and one copy is forwarded to higher headquarters.  Additionally, the safety council reviews the results and formulates corrective action following any surveys.  Organizations may elect to combine the safety council with the organization’s standardization committee.  Safety council meetings are scheduled and entered on unit training schedules.


b. An Installation Command Safety Council is established and meets quarterly or at the call of the chairperson.  Formal minutes of the meetings are published and are distributed to each member and to each organization owning aviation assets.  The Command Safety Council is a combined officer/enlisted council. The Command Safety Council members are appointed by the following duty positions:

Deputy Commanding General

Installation Aviation Safety Officer

CSM, Fort Carson

Installation Aviation Officer (G-3 Air)

Cdr, 3d ACR

Cdr, 4/3 ACR

Cdr, 571st Medical Evacuation Company


Cdr, K Company, 158th Avn Regiment

Cdr, 1/A/7-158 Avn

Cdr, Butts AAF

Cdr, 5/8 Weather Detachment

Cdr, ASF BAAF

Director, Installation Safety

Director, Range Control

Director, Public Works

Chief, BAAF Crash Rescue Station

DOL, Chief of IAMB

Installation Flight Standardization Officer

Flight Standardization Officer, 4/3 ACR

Flight Standardization Officer, K CO, 158th Regiment

Flight Standardization Officer, 571st MEDEVAC

Flight Surgeon (4/3 ACR)

Installation ALSE Technician

Aviation Safety Officer, 4/3 ACR

Aviation Safety Officer, (K CO)

Aviation Safety Officer, 571st MEDEVAC

Aviation Safety Officer, 1/A/7-158

CSM, 4/3 ACR

1SG, 571st Medical Evacuation Company

1SG, K Co, 158th Aviation Regiment

Installation ASNCO

ASNCO, 4/3 ACR

ASNCO, 43d Area Support Group (K CO)

Chief, Air Traffic Control

Aviation Maintenance Officer (K Co)

Colorado NGB Aviation Office
                     Representative

9-7.  Safety Education and Training.

a. Each unit commander establishes an aviation safety education program in accordance with AR 385-95.  As with all training events, aviation safety training is placed on the unit training schedule.  


b. Aviation safety meetings are conducted monthly and are mandatory for all aircrew members and maintenance personnel.  A synopsis of each meeting is recorded in enough detail to show the subjects taught and specifics discussed under each subject.  Attendance records are maintained for each meeting


c. Each commander and ASO select safety topics to train for the next fiscal year.  The Commanding General’s Safety Plan is used as a guide to establish the unit’s safety training plan.


d. All personnel receive quarterly safety briefings and pre-holiday safety briefings IAW AR 385-95 and FC 385-1.


e. All safety training is documented and maintained on file for two years.  The unit ASO establishes a system for individuals to makeup missed training.

9-8.  Safety Awards.

a. Commanders at each level will establish a safety incentive awards program.  The ASO at each level manages the safety awards program in accordance with AR 385-95.


b. Units may submit for Department of the Army Aviation Awards under the provisions of AR 672-74 and for the FORSCOM Aviation Awards under FORSCOM Regulation 385-1.  All nominations for these awards are submitted through the Installation Aviation Safety Office to the Commanding General for review.  The Installation Safety Office will forward the award nominations through higher headquarters for review and approval.


c. The Commanding General, Fort Carson establishes the following aviation awards criteria:



(1) Each aviation unit completing a quarter without a Class C or above accident receives a training holiday.



(2) Each unit completing a fiscal year without a Class C or above accident receives an additional training holiday and a certificate from the Commanding General.



(3) The Commanding General will award any individual or organization an appropriate safety impact award for conspicuous actions toward aviation accident prevention.

9-9.  Accident Reports and Investigations.


a. Do not fly or move any aircraft that has been damaged, or is suspected of being damaged, from the site until inspected by a qualified ASO and aircraft maintenance officer.


b. Any unit experiencing a class A, B, or C accident will notify the Installation Aviation Safety Office immediately of the occurrence.  Units will notify the Installation Aviation Safety Office of any Class D or E accidents within 24 hours.  Telephonic notification satisfies these initial requirements.  Initial notification includes all information listed on DA Form 7305-R.


c. Each Major Subordinate Command(MSC) will retain a copy of the BAAF Pre-Accident Plan (Annex E, Appendix 1, BAAF SOP). Additionally, each MSC establishes a written Pre-Accident Plan.  Forward a copy of this plan to the Installation Aviation Safety Office.


d. Any MSC experiencing a class A through D aircraft accident will notify the Installation Aviation Safety Office, which in turn, notifies the Installation Aviation Officer who notifies the Commanding General.  The Installation Aviation Safety Office notifies III Corps, FORSCOM and USASC.


e. Post Accident Actions.  Members of the chain of command of a unit that experiences a class A or B accident must personally brief the Commanding General within 48 hours of the accident.


f. An aviation medical officer performs a medical examination of all aircrew members involved in Class A, B or C aircraft accident as soon as possible.  He/she will take body fluid samples immediately from all aircrew members involved in class A, B or C aircraft accidents.  Body fluid samples for personnel involved in class D aircraft accidents are at the battalion/squadron commander’s discretion, however, when the accident classification is in doubt, take samples.


g. All crewmembers involved in Class A or B accidents will receive a post-accident flight evaluation in accordance with AR 95-1, TC 1-210 and the appropriate aircraft ATM.  Crewmembers involved in a class C or D accident receive a flight evaluation at the discretion of the commander.


h. Aviation units report all Army aircraft flight accidents, flight-related accidents, and aircraft ground accidents, as defined by AR 385-40, through the chain of command to the Installation Aviation Safety Office using DA Form 2397-AB-R (AAAR) or DA Form 285-AB-R (AGAR) as appropriate.  In addition, units report all accidents resulting in injury or illness to personnel while engaged in aircraft maintenance or ground handling operations, any accidents which result in damage to aircraft, aircraft related equipment or facilities and any accidents which occur within in the confines of Butts Army Airfield to the Installation Aviation Safety Office.


i. The Commanding General, Fort Carson is the appointing authority for accident investigation boards. The Installation Aviation Safety Officer is the coordinating officer for accident investigation boards and advises the Commanding General on the appropriate expertise required for each board.

9-10.  Operational Hazard Reports (OHR), DA Form 2696-R.


a. Operational Hazard Reports (DA Form 2696-R) are submitted and managed under the provisions of AR 385-95.


b. OHRs are submitted directly to the unit ASO.  When corrective action is not attainable internally, the ASO will forward the OHR to next higher ASO.  An OHR submitted by one organization concerning the activities of another organization is forwarded to the ASO level having purview over the two organizations involved.


c. The commander having direct corrective action responsibility will sign the OHR.  Each level of command that the OHR passes through will review and endorse it.

9-11.  SAFETY RELATED PROGRAMS.


a. Hearing Conservation Program.  Commanders at all levels will establish an effective hearing conservation program IAW AR 40-5 and DA Pam 40-501.  The Installation Preventive Medicine Branch (audiologist) is the Installation’s proponent for prevention of noise induced hearing loss.  ASOs will monitor this program to ensure compliance with program directives.


b. Fire Prevention Program.  Commanders will establish fire prevention program at all levels IAW AR 420-90, NFPA Codes, and FC 

Regulation 420-5.  Aviation FARP operations present particularly high risks for fire.  Units must include specific control measures that comply with FM 10-67-1 in unit FARP SOPs.  The Directorate of Public Works, Fire Prevention Branch is the Installation’s proponent for fire prevention and prevention training.  ASOs oversee this program to ensure compliance.


c. Hazard Communication  (HAZCOM)and Hazard Materials Handling (HAZMAT).


(1) Commanders at all levels will establish an effective hazard communication (HAZCOM) program.  This program includes the training of all assigned personnel in the proper handling procedures when working with hazardous materials.  The installation goal is 85 percent of all assigned unit personnel trained in HAZCOM procedures.  The unit ASO maintains a listing of all personnel trained.  Each assigned individual will have a record of this training entered into his/her training file.  The Installation Safety Office is the proponent for the HAZCOM program.  The ASO implements this program to ensure compliance with OSHA Standards.


(2) Commanders will establish a HAZMAT program that ensures the proper storage and disposal of hazardous materials.  The Directorate of Environmental Compliance and Management (DECAM) is the Installation’s proponent for this program  The ASO monitors this program to ensure personnel are not haphazardly exposed to hazardous materials.


d. Foreign Object Damage (FOD).  Commanders will establish an effective FOD program in accordance with AR 385-95 and FORSCOM Regulation 385-1.  The Butts AAF Commander will designate specific ramp and movement areas for each tenant organization to maintain police responsibilities.  The ASO implements this program.


e. Drivers Training: Commanders will establish an effective driver training/education program IAW AR 600-55 and AR 385-55. The drivers training/education program will include driver endurance schedules, risk assessment procedures, convoy and tactical operations, and safety precautions for transporting hazardous materials (IE: flammables and munitions). The drivers training/education program will include procedures for vehicles operating near parked or running aircraft whether they are on the flight line or in a tactical environment. All vehicle operations on BAAF will be conducted IAW the BAAF SOP.  All drivers are required to obtain an airfield license prior to operating a vehicle on the runway, taxiway, aircraft parking area or any area where aircraft movements are conducted.  The ASO will ensure this program is implemented.


f. Ground Pre-Accident Plan: Commanders will establish in their SOP, procedures to be followed in the event a ground accident occurs to personnel. As a minimum the following will be addressed: immediate life saving steps and medical personnel to be called.


  CHAPTER 10

HELICOPTER TRAINING AREA (HTA) OPERATIONS

  10-1.  General


a. Western/Eastern Helicopter Training Areas (HTAs).  The Western and Eastern training areas are established for the purpose of conducting low-level tactical navigation and unit training, during day, night and NVG/NVS operations.  HTAs are within the LFA.
 
b. Descriptions:


 
(a) Western training 

area:  The Western training area is a 4140 square NM box encompassing the following area:  

NE corner- 
N39 30  W 105 00

NW corner- 
N39 30  W 106 30

SE corner- 
N38 30  W 105 00

SW corner- 
N38 30  W 106 30



This area will further be broken down into 12 equal areas of 345 square NMs labeled 1W through 12W from the upper left corner to the lower right corner.  Each area will be activated and deactivated with Butts Radio on an individual basis.  Use of areas of high population density should be restricted to as little use as necessary to limit noise complaints.  See Tab A for area diagram of HTA West.

(b) Eastern training 

area:  The Eastern training area is a 5520 Square NM box encompassing the following area:  

NE corner- 
N39 00  W 102 30

NW corner- 
N39 00  W 104 30

SE corner- 
N38 00  W 102 30

SW corner- 
N38 00  W 105 00



  This area will further be broken down into 16 equal areas of 345 square NM labeled 1E through 16E from the upper left corner to the lower right corner.  Each area will be opened and closed on an individual basis.  Use of areas of high population density should be restricted to as little use as necessary to limit noise complaints.  See Tab B for area diagram of HTA East.

c. Procedures.  



(1) Utilization. The BAAF Base Operations is the coordinating agency for use of these training areas to deconflict traffic and enhance safety.


(2) Units will coordinate use for single aircraft operations one (1) hour prior to requested utilization period; multi-aircraft operations four (4) hours prior to use.  Short suspense requests will be processed on a first-come, first-served basis.  Requests may be made telephonically to BAAF Operations at 526-3935.



(3) Using units are required to maintain a wire hazard map with survey date in BAAF Ops.  If wire hazard survey is not current within last 30 days prior to night flight, then a day recon must be conducted of the areas to be utilized prior to night flight.

d. Altitudes.  



(1) The floor is surface XE "Hawk & Eagle Route altitudes"  and ceiling is 500 feet AGL except over forest service land where the floor is 100 AHO.  No landings will be performed unless in established landing areas, at established airports, during an emergency, or on contracted private land.  


(2) For terrain flight in the HTAs, pilots will have an updated, current aviation VFR sectional and a hazards map updated within the last 30 days.

(3) If altitude deviation requires transition across sole-use airspace, notify the using unit on appropriate HTA frequency or via Butts Radio prior to entry.  Make calls in the blind on the appropriate frequency if no contact is made.

e. Entry, Exit, and Transition

Routes.

(1)  HTA East.  Enter HTA 

East using route “V” or route HAWK to HAWK 3.  Return to BAAF using route “W” at 6600 MSL.


  
(2) HTA West.  Enter HTA West using route “R”, “S” ,or route FALCON (RP route “R” direct to I-24 following I-24 to Woodland Park at 500’ AHO avoid over-flight of Woodland Park by 1km), or from ACP RED DEVIL at 200’ AHO.  Route Falcon is described at para (4) below.


   (3) Transitions across the HTAs will be made above 500’ AHO when other users are training in the areas being crossed.  Communication requirements in para h.(4) below apply.


(4) Falcon – Two way 

traffic; right-hand rules of the road apply. (from RP route R – lake at EC128937 – intersection at EC122991 – along route 24 – Woodland Park).  Altitude is 500’ AHO. Width is 1 km left/right of centerline avoid over-flight of Woodland Park by 1km.

f. Separation.  Butts Radio 

provides advisories within the training areas.  However, because this airspace is not protected for sole military use, the rules of  “see-and-avoid” outlined in FARs apply.  Class D airspace will be avoided during tactical training.  Airfields in Class E airspace will be avoided by 2nm unless entering or departing the airfield.  If unable to maintain separation, one aircraft in the flight will transmit advisories on that airport’s CTAF.  


g. Noise Abatement.  For noise abatement purposes all congested areas (cities, towns, or settlements) will be avoided by 1 km slant range.  All other areas, (houses, buildings, people, domestic livestock, and moving vehicles) will be avoided by a slant range of 500 meters.


h. Communications/Flight Following.

(1) Single Aircraft 

Flights.  Maintain communications with Butts Radio unless otherwise coordinated with Butts Radio.  PICs are responsible to maintain communications with Butts Radio or an appropriate agency during entry, departure from HTAs, and every 15 minutes as required. 

(2) Multi-aircraft 

flights. Flight following may be performed internally.  However, one aircraft must notify Butts Radio upon entering and departing the HTA.

(3)  Transponder code 

within the HTAs is 1200 unless directed otherwise by ATC.


(4) Aviators will use the appropriate air-to-air frequencies while conducting air operations below 500’ AGL in the HTAs.  If an aircraft does not have operable UHF and FM, single ship-flight within the HTAs is not authorized.  UHF is the primary air-to-air freq.

West

East
FM:  
42.55

43.70



UHF:  280.375 
337.500
VHF:  141.15
141.50



 i. Aided and Unaided Night Operations Off Fort Carson Military Reservation.  Aided and unaided night procedures for each operational area within the Local Flying Area are established in the appropriate section above in this chapter.



(1) Aided and unaided night operations  XE "Off post NVG flights" below 200 feet AGL in off-post areas (except Routes Hawk) require a daylight reconnaissance within 72 hours prior to use of the intended flight path.  



(2) Aircraft Lighting.  IAW AR 95-2.


Minimum lighting for  XE "Aircraft formation flight lighting" formation flights in BAAF Class D Airspace, the Range, Airburst Corridor and the HTA’s are as follows:  Trail aircraft - anti-collision lights on and position lights steady bright; other aircraft in the formation - position lights steady dim.  


j. Blackout operations.  IAW AR 95-2.


A NOTAM is required for all modified lighting operations off-post to include PCMS, HTA East, and HTA West .  The G-3 Aviation Office coordinates with the FAA Office for a modified lighting NOTAM.  Notify the G-3 Aviation Office no later then sixty(60) days in advance of the proposed flight so the FAA may be notified in time to meet NOTAM issuance requirements.


k. Sole Use Airspace.


  (1) Sole use airspace allows aviation units to conduct training (500’ AGL and below) by deconflicting other air traffic in the HTAs.  Schedule sole use airspace through Butts operations.  Once scheduled, the training unit has exclusive use of that portion of the HTA unless direct coordination has been made between the requestor and the scheduled user.


   (2) Sole use airspace procedures are not intended to unduly restrict aviation training.  Units and aviators desiring to use scheduled HTAs may coordinate with the owning unit prior to use or through contact on HTA frequencies.  If approved, the airspace is listed or designated as “joint use” and BAAF Opns will be notified of the joint use status.

 (3) Sole use airspace must be activated prior to use through Butts Radio.  Butts Radio is a flight following facility only and does not deny or approve sole use of an HTA.  Once sole use of a HTA is activated all non-participating aircraft will remain at least 500’ AHO during transit.


(4) Sole use airspace 

does not include civilian airfields in the HTAs or civilian aircraft operating in the vicinity.


l. Flight Plans.  Flight plans will be filed IAW FC 95-1 Paragraph 3-3 with the exception that the training areas to be used will be listed in the route leg (for example: “W12” or “W8 Sole Use”.)  This information will be posted on BAAF Ops HTA board and copied onto the range card.


m. Weather.  Weather minimums for operating in TAs will be 


(1) Eastern Training 

Area.

       Day: 300’ and 1/2 mile vis.

       Night: 500’ and 1 mile vis.

(2) Western Training 

Area.

       Day: 500’ and 1 mile vis.

 Night: 1000’ and 3 miles vis.  

   Units may further restrict these weather minimums for each airframe based on instrumentation capabilities and available instrument approaches for recovering due to inadvertent meteorological conditions. These do not preclude aviators from recovering to BAAF with less then HTA operating requirements.  Once aviators climb out of HTA and report departure, weather minimums for the particular airspace they are operating in apply. 

n. Maps.  Each PIC is required to have an updated, current sectional/Jog and a hazards map (1:100,000 is maximum size allowed) with the following information posted:  

(1) Appropriate wire 

hazards for mode of flight.

(2) Noise sensitive areas.

(3) U.S. Forest Service 

Wilderness areas.

(4) Two and Four NM 

rings around airports.

(5) Boundaries of HTAs, 

to include sectors (12 in western HTA and 16 in eastern HTA).

(6)  All no-fly areas.

10-2.  Western HTA Depiction

The boundaries of the WHTA are defined by lines of latitude and longitude.  Airport symbols are included as a reference only.  This map is not to scale.
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10-3.  Eastern HTA Depiction

The boundaries of the EHTA are defined by lines of latitude and longitude.  Airport symbols are included as a reference only.  This map is not to scale.
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