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Affairs Office, 4th Infantry Division,
Multi-National Division — Baghdad

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
CALLAHAN, Irag — Sgt. Daryl
Williams is known by the members of
his platoon to have a keen eye for detail
and a love of all things Army,

Williams, a sniper with the
Scout/Sniper Platoon, Headgquorters
and Headquarters Company, st
Combined Arms Battalion, 68th Armor
Regiment, 3rd Brgade Combat Team,
dth Infantry Division, Multi-Mational
Division — Baghdad, was injured during
a patrol in northern Baghdad July 8.

He spotted two  improvised
cxplosive devices and alerted the
other members of his patrol. After
those IEDs detonated without injury,
Williams exited his vehicle to provide
security for the accompanying explosive
ordnance disposal team.

Within moments, and after directing
Pfe. Raymond Riley to remain in the
vehicle, another explosion filled the
afternoon mission, An antipersonnel
ming detonated  within 30 feet of
Williams, The shrapnel from the blast hit
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him in both arms, his leg, face and neck.

Within  seconds, Sgt. James
Spraggins said, Williams was loaded into
a military vehicle, which reced toward
nearty Forward Operating Base Callahan.

“Before our medic could even pet
o him, a (Quick Reaction Force)

grabbed him and were on their way
back to Callahan,” said Spraggins, who
serves  with  Williams  in the
Scout/Sniper Platoon.

Another Soldier was also hit with
shrapnel in the explosion. His injuries
were to the hand and hip,
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Sot. Daryl Williams, Scout/Sniper Platoon, Headquarters and Headguarters Company,
15t Comhined Arms Battalion, B8th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, takes the oath of enlistment from his hospital bed July 9 at the BGth
Combat Support Hospital in Baghdad. Sgt. 1st Class Lanny McLaughlin, platoon
sargeant, holds up Williams' arm while Capt. Enardo Collazo administers the oath.
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Following that quick evacuation,
Williams was then flown to the 86th
Combat Support Hospital in Baghdad 1o
further treat his wounds, When he swoke
July 9 in his hospital bed, the first thing
he said was that he wanted to re-enlist.

Williams™ platoon sergeant, Sgt, [st
Class Lanny MeLaughlin, worked with
HHC commander Capt. Enardo Collazo,
and Staff Sgt, Derek Eurales, career
counselor for 1st CAB, 65th AR, o get
the paperwork in order and organize a
patrol to see Williams at the hospital,

Other members of the platoon were
not at all surprised that the three-tour
veteran wanted to re-enlist and remain
with his unit following his recovery.
Williams has served with the Silver
Lions Battalion in each of its three
Operation Iragi Freedom deplovments.

“Hes wery dedicated; his troops
come first,” said Spe, Samuel Hyer, who
serves  with  Williams in  the
Seout'Sniper Platoon. “Before he got
hit, he told his Soldier (Pfe. Raymond
Riley) to get back in the vchicle. He
probably saved his life.”

Williams is currently receiving
medical care at  Evans  Army
Community Hospital where he is
expected to make a full recovery.




