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MEMORANDUM FOR Inbound Soldier

SUBJECT:  Welcome Letter


1.  Congratulations on your assignment to Public Health Command District – Carson! 

[bookmark: _GoBack]2.  The district currently consists of  75 military and 55 Civilian personnel with four subordinate branches located at Fort Carson, CO, Fort Leavenworth, KS, Fort Leonard Wood, MO, and Fort Riley, KS, and encompasses 13 states providing support to 13 Army and Air Force installations. The headquarters is located at Fort Carson, Colorado, southwest of Colorado Springs. You will be assigned to the Fort Carson Branch. I am the commander and the First Sergeant is 1SG Danny Hailey. The district falls under Public Health Command Region – Central (Provisional) headquartered at Joint Base San Antonio, TX commanded by COL Robert vonTersch and CSM James Chambers. Your sponsor is (Rank First Last), who will assist you in making a smooth transition into the unit and Fort Carson.

3.  Public Health Command District – Carson (PHCD-Carson) activated in January 2012 and was created through the merging of Rocky Mountain and North Plains District Veterinary Commands under the former US Army Veterinary Command. As such, we are a unit that continues to mature under our newly defined public health mission. Our mission is to provide comprehensive Veterinary Force Health Protection through high quality animal care, food defense and quality assurance, and veterinary preventive medicine.  We also prepare our personnel to support worldwide contingency operations as augmentees to deploying veterinary units.  I am a firm believer in Soldiers living the Army Values, as my command philosophy focuses around the Army Values.

4.  It is important to know when and how you and your Family will arrive at Fort Carson Your assigned sponsor can help you through in-processing, offer an opinion regarding neighborhoods and school districts, direct you to needed services, and assist with answering any questions you may have.  It is important to be pro-active about your move; some posts might have a lengthy wait list for on-post housing or daycare.  Should you be interested in either of those your sponsor may be able to help you get on wait lists before your arrival. In order to better assist you and your Family, please let your sponsor know:

1.  Schools needed / children or spouse
2.  Type of housing you will be seeking
3.  Any medical, physical, or education special needs (including pets)
4.  Travel plans and dates when the time arrives
5.  Temporary lodging needs

5.  If you are not accustomed to high elevation (i.e., more than 6,000 feet) and low humidity, be prepared for a minimum of 30 days of acclimation. Until your body adjusts, stay hydrated, ease into PT and take aspirin for headaches. You may find the change overwhelming, but I am confident you will adjust and do well. In accordance with AR 600-9, you are responsible for reporting to this assignment in satisfactory physical condition, be able to pass the Army Physical Fitness Test, and meet body fat standards. 
  
6.  Although I encourage open communication between you and your sponsor, don’t hesitate to contact 1SG Hailey at danny.l.hailey.mil@mail.mil or me at eric.d.lombardini.mil@mail.mil if you have any questions.  I look forward to working with you and together, with the other members of our team, building the PHCD-Carson legacy.


   

ERIC D. LOMBARDINI
LTC, VC
Commanding
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